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The Church a Witness for Christ 


Both at home and abroad the mission of the Church is to Witness for Christ. This is the duty of her 
members. 


The success of Missions depends upon the all-conquering Love of Jesus, the Saviour of Mankind. 


There is no thought of retreat in the hearts of the Missionaries. As workers at home, “we are prepar- 
ing the way for something larger than we now see.” 


With this assured confidence the Board of Foreign Missions asks all our pastors and people to rally 
for a profitable observance of Foreign Mission Day. 


Delegates to the Spiritual Retreat of the Lianghu Synod of the Church of Christ in China. Three of our Missionaries, Rev. Paul E. 
Keller, D.D., Rev. George R. Snyder and Rev. Jesse B. Yaukey, were in attendance. 
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KARL BARTH AGAIN 

For several years Karl Barth has been 
the outstanding figure in continental reli- 
gious thought. One cannot meet a group 
of German or Swiss ministers without the 
conversation soon turning to Karl Barth. 
The books of Barth and Brunner and the 
books about them are the best sellers 
among the religious books in Germany. 
Barth’s followers have become legion and 
the sermons of the German preachers are 
everywhere reflecting his influence. Barth- 
ianism has spread almost like a revival of 
religion. It was some time before the 
interest in Barth or the influence of his 
thought reached America, but during the 
last few years our religious teachers have 
begun to take note of the Barthian the- 
ology. Six books on Barth have already 
been published here. (For the information 
of those who are interested in the Barthian 
Movement I will list them: “Karl Barth— 
Prophet of a New Christianity,” by Wil- 
helm Pauck; “The Significance of Karl 
Barth,” by John McConnachie; “The New 
Divine Order,” by Heine; “The Teaching 
of Karl Barth,’ by Birch Hoyle; “The 
Karl Barth Theology,” by A. S. Zerbe; and 
“The Theology of Karl Barth,” by J. A. 
Chapman. Besides these there have been 
published in English, “The Word of God 
and the Word of Man,” by Karl Barth, and 
“The Theology of Crisis,’ and “The Word 
and the World,’ by Emil Brunner. Some 
of these books I have reviewed, as they 
appeared, in “One Book A Week” page). 

One hardly expected a new book on the 
Barthian Movement so soon after these, 
but the interest in Barth is growing in 
America, and Barth is difficult to under- 
stand even by the scholars. It happily 
occurred to a young man, Holmes Rolston, 
that an attempt should be made to inter- 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIANITY 
By Dr. A. V. Casselman 
(During this Epiphany Season there will 
appear in this space special news fresh 
from the field which has immediate bear- 
ing upon the present missionary situation.) 


SOME EDUCATIONAL MINUTES 


China is known as the “Land of the 
Scholar.” There is no nation in the world 
where a Christian school is a more success- 
ful agency in the building of Christian 
character and the extension of the King- 
dom of Christ than in China. It is no mere 
coincidence that the majority of the mod- 
ern leaders of China were trained in Chris- 
tian schools. Christianity has made a 
definite impact upon China through its 
Christian educational missionary opera- 
tions. It is a matter of satisfaction to 
know that the schools of our Mission have 
assisted nobly in securing this result. This 
week’s article is made up of items gleaned 
from the reports of our schools at the 
Annual Meeting of the China Mission. 

Of Huping Middle School we read these 
interesting things: 

“The Huping idea that manual labor is 
part of a good preparation for life has been 
operative during the year. The agricul- 
tural scheme has made opportunities for 
self-help practical. Classes with instruc- 
tion in gardening, the care of groves, pro- 
jects in vegetables and flowers, and seed 
selection have been successful. An agri- 
cultural summer school was conducted last 
summer, with an enrollment of 40. The 
extension work has actually pushed its way 
into the life of the farming community: 
three night schools for farmers were organ- 
ized; three mutual co-operative societies 
were organized upon a_ self-supporting 
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pret the Barthian theology in language the 
average reader could understand, and per- 
haps even make it a little clearer to the 
scholars. Mr. Rolston has really accom- 
plished this in a book of 200 pages just 
published by The Cokesbury Press and has 
rendered a valuable service to American 
religious thought. This book: “A Conser- 
vative Looks to Barth and Brunner: An 
Interpretation of Barthian Theology,’ 
should be read by everyone who really 
wants to know what this theology truly is 
which is making such a stir in the world. 
The paradoxical has been made simple, the 
involved clear, and one who reads Mr. 
Rolston’s book closes it with a pretty defi- 
nite idea of just what the Barthian mes- 
sage is. Mr. Rolston has a fourfold fit- 
ness, so to speak, for this task of inter- 
pretation, He has made a thorough study 
of the original sources; he has studied the 
Movement abroad; he is evidently in sym- 
pathy with the message to a considerable 
degree and he writes in lucid, straight- 
forward English. 

Mr. Rolston interprets the message of 
Barth and Brunner under ten captions, as 
follows: “The Importance of Karl Barth’; 
“The Organizing Principles of the Barthian 
Thought”; “The Transcendent God”; “The 
Barthian Doctrine of the Word of God”; 
“Jesus—the Christ”; “The Word of the 
Cross”; “The Word of God and the Task 
of Theology”; “The Word of God and 
Ethics”; “The Word of God and Society”; 
“The Word of God and History.” 


One cannot attempt a summary of the 
Barthian message, as expounded by Mr. 
Rolston, in the space of half a page, but 
the fundamental note, as evident from 
merely reading this table of contents, is 
that the heart of religion is “The Word of 
God” coming to man straight from God. 


basis; four men teams— evangelist, agri- 
culturist schoolman, nurse —have toured 
the country. 

“On the campus, rice and fruit tree ex- 
periments were carried on. A series of rob- 
beries during March, April and May were 
very annoying. Huping, by action of the 
Board of Directors, at its last meeting, 
has definitely committed itself to a pro- 
gram of teacher training for the rural 
field. It is this phase of the Huping work 
in which co-operating missions are espe- 
cially interested. 

“The school coach and the disciplinarian 
were welcomed into Christian fellowship. 
With them came several students and a 
number of workmen; 45 Junior Middle 
School students enrolled in extra-curricular 
Bible classes. 

“The residence built and occupied by 
Doctor Beam, has been changed into a 


Agricultural Students at Huping 


(By “The Word of God” Barth does not 
mean the Seriptures, although the “word” 
is found in the Scriptures. It is the “word” 
that is back of the Scriptures, the “word” 
spoken to the writers of the Scriptures and 
revealed in the life and death of Jesus 
Christ. It is not what the writers of the 
Scriptures say, but what God said to them. 
For this reason Barth is not concerned 
with either the Fundamentalists or the 
Higher Critics’ view of the Scripture. It 
is not the Scriptures which are the revela- 
tion but the “Word” which is contained in 
them.) 

Our knowledge of God is a revealed 
knowledge. We cannot find God in na- 
ture, in hhistory, in consciousness, in ex- 
perience. Our seeking after God is all 
in vain. God is “yonder” and we are 
“here” and between God and Man a great 
gulf is fixed. God is transcendent and not 
immament; He is infinite and we are finite; 
we are not children who can hold intimate 
communion with Him, but sinners who can 
only receive His word in faith and obey. 
God is not our Father in the sense in 
which the liberals use this word. He is 
separate from us, incomprehensible by 
man, It is only for us to hear the “word” 
and obey. To quote Mr. Rolston: 


“Barth and Brunner have called men 
from the mockery of trying to enter 
into the truth of God from the stand- 
point of the spectator. God opens His 
truth to those who surrender to Him. 
The world of eternity exists in infinite 
qualitative distinction from the world of 
time. The truth of God is given through — 
God’s revelation of Himself. It is heard 
by those who receive it in the act of 
faith, in which they surrender to it. 


(Continued on Page 21) 


Church club house, which was at first 
avoided by the students, but is now being 
appreciated by them. A three-day religious 
retreat was held at Huping in May, with 
an enrollment of more than one hundred. 
Five persons completed the work in ¢ate- 
chetical instruction. The Sunday worship 
service proved to be more acceptable to 
the general run of students than the or- 
ganized Sunday School. 


“The Huping congregation, besides meet- 
ing its local expenses, contributed $202 to 
charitable causes, with special gifts for 
flood refugees. Two courses in Religious 
Education, offered during the Summer 
School period, were attended by all the 
students.” 


Of the Ziemer Memorial Girls’ School at 
Yochow we read the following interesting 
statements: “The Kindergarten proved to 
be especially popular, so that a second 
teacher had to be engaged for the work 
and the room enlarged so as to handle the 
children. The enlargement of the Kinder- 
garten room was made possible by a spe- 
cial gift from Lehighton, Pa. Sixty-four 
students were enrolled in Bible classes, 
conducted by members of the staff; 14 
were enrolled in the catechetical class; 50 
were enrolled in the Sunday School elasses 
of the local Church.” 


Similar religious activities are reported 
from the Eastview Boys School at Shen- 
chow as follows: “A Y. M. C. A. has been 
organized. 16 members meet regularly on 
Sunday afternoon for Bible study; 5 mem- 
bers of the, group were received into Chureh 
fellowship in June; a combined chapel — 
service has been instituted with the 
Chenteh Girls’ School; the attendance of 
boys is about 50 to 60 per cent of the 
enrollment.” 
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MY FATHER’S WORLD 


This is the attractive title of the Foreign Mission Day 
Service. It is of unusual character and will please the eye 
as well as touch the heart. The object is to teach old and 
young that we live in a world belonging to God, and that 
all the people in it are His children. 

How sad the thought that many people in “my Father’s 
world” do not know the true and living God! And yet 
for this purpose the Father sent His Son, that all men 
might know, love and serve Him. As the Redeemer of all 
men, Jesus in His birth allied Himself as a member of the 
human race. His relation was race-wide. He was brother 
to all men everywhere. Within the circle of that sublime 
brotherhood stand peasant and king, slave and master. The 
relationship which every person sustains to the Saviour 
over-rides all earthly distinctions, 


At no other time has it been so imperative for Christians 
to think in world terms, even as God has Himself thought. 
God never thought in terms of continents, or nations, or 
tribes. No one hemisphere could contain all His love. “God 
so Loved the World.” No single nation is His peculiar 
people. He is no respecter of persons. It is only as we 
think God’s thoughts after Him that we can truly enter 
into His plan of redemption. Anything less than the salva- 
tion of all men in our daily thoughts, desires and efforts 
may imperil our own salvation. 


Knit together as we are as nations, intermarried as 
families, united in daily toil, yea, bound together by the 
ties of a common humanity, how can we expect to enjoy the 
full blessings of salvation, when we know that in other 
lands the people dwell in darkness, and that in our own 
land we come in close contact with men and women who 
live in open sin? 

The only panacea for the sins of men in America, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth, is the grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation. Until that grace has found a 
throne in every heart, the effects of sin will be felt all over 
the world. Is there a stronger plea, a more convincing 
argument for Foreign Missions? When we as Christians 
will truly obey the command of the great Captain of our 
salvation, and go with the Gospel into all lands, and teach 
it to every creature, then we can look for that healing reign 


in the world of which the Psalmist sang: “Mercy and 
truth are met together : righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.” 

The great question remains for each one of us to answer, 
“What will it cost us if we are to give larger effect to the 
visions, the challenges, the mandates of these days, so far 
as they accord with His will?” 

I heard Dr. John R. Mott utter these profound convic- 
tions: “If we are to realize the great objectives which have 
been held before us by the Appraisal Commission, and by 
the recent Herrnhut Meeting, and by the beckoning hand 
of Christ as He manifests Himself in these fateful times 
in so many ways, we must pay particular heed to His word, 
‘Count the Cost’. In using such language He would re- 
mind us that any marked advance in the widening of His 
reign is always costly. His own sure example should re- 
move from our minds any doubt whatever on this point. 
More important still for us to take to heart as we ponder 
His injunction is that judging again by His example we 
are to count the cost, not as an end in itself, but with refer- 
ence to paying it. He, for the joy that was set before Him, 
‘endured the cross.’ ”’ —ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW. 

* * * 


THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND THE 
LAYMEN’S INQUIRY 


The Reformed Church, I suspect, will not be greatly 
disturbed by the report of the Laymen’s Inquiry into 
Foreign Missions, as contained in the recently published 
volume, entitled “Re-Thinking Missions”. First, because 
there seems to be little that is radically new in it, and, sec- 
ond, because the Board of Foreign Missions has already 
been carrying out or attempting to carry out the main rec- 
ommendations of the report. 

The attempt on the part of the Commission to re-write 
the theological basis on which the entire foreign mission- 
ary enterprise should rest, need not be taken too seriously 
by the Boards. But it is no doubt true that both at home 
and in the foreign field, minor theological differences have 
been magnified out of all proportion to their real impor- 
tance. But even here the Church at home is the greater 
sinner, for there is more unity on the foreign field than at 
home. 


4 REFORMED 


The Board of Foreign Missions has never been narrowly 
theological. The missionaries of our Church have had the 
same freedom of thought that we accord to the ministers 
and teachers at home. But we stand firmly on the basis of 
our faith that Jesus Christ is the true and only Saviour of 
the world. 

Neither has our Board ever been narrowly denomination- 
al. The very beginnings of our foreign missionary effort 
were made through another denomination, and our pur- 
pose has never been merely to add numbers to the Re- 
formed Church, but to make Christians out of the people 
to whom we have sent the Gospel; and so in Japan we be- 
long to the “Church of Christ in Japan”, in China we 
belong to the “Church of Christ in China’, and in Mesopo- 
tamia we belong to the United Mission. This is an in- 
dication of the readiness of the Reformed Church to enter 
the field of unified administrative effort in the conduct of 
Foreign Missions. 

The suggestions of the “Inquiry” in regard to the selec- 
tion of missionaries—their training and equipment; the im- 
portance of education and the waste and sin of overlapping ; 
the emphasis on rural and agricultural missions ; the urgency 
of hastening self-support, and many other kindred matters, 
have been ever present in the thought of the Board and its 
Secretaries. 

So far as our Board is concerned, there is the temptation 
to regard the Report as being what Dr. Charles R. Brown 
has bluntly called it, “old stuff’. That, however, would not 
be quite fair to the labors of so distinguished a group of 
Christian thinkers and scholars as those who composed 
this Commission on Inquiry into Foreign Missions. There 
is much in the Report that should be helpful to all the 
Boards. 

It would be extremely unfortunate if the impression 
should go abroad that this Laymen’s Committee has found 
the foreign missionary enterprise a mistake and that it 
should be abandoned, or that the administration of the 
various ‘Boards is so defective and inefficient that it should 
be scrapped and an entirely new machinery set up. For 
any honest reading of the Report can not possibly lead to 
any such conclusion. 

The supreme obligation of the Christian Church is still 
to carry the Gospel of our Lord to the uttermost parts of 


the earth. —CHARLES E. CREITZ. 
* * * 


SHALL OUR SUNDAYS BE WIDE OPEN? 


The Pennsylvania Sunday laws are in grave peril. The 
friends of the Lord’s Day can no longer be in doubt about 
the purpose of a large group in the Legislature to so modi- 
fy our laws as to permit a commercialized Sunday. Much 
will depend upon the prompt action of the Christian people 
of this State and upon the attitude of Governor Gifford 
Pinchot. Hitherto the Governor has stoutly resisted all 
efforts to break down the so-called Blue Laws of the Key- 
stone State, but his present position is not definitely known. 
It is hoped that individual citizens as well as congregational 
organizations will send petitions to our Representatives and 
Senators, as well as our Governor, to let them know how 
strong is the sentiment to preserve this ancient landmark 
which has meant so much in promoting the welfare of our 
Churches and people. 

Unhappily, many professing Christians have joined the 
ranks of the worldly-minded outside of all Churches, in 
showing little regard in their own lives for this “day of all 
the week the best,’”’ and God’s Commandment to retnember 
this day and “keep it holy” seems to have lost its ancient 
power. Others who themselves continue to observe the 
day seem but little concerned about the desperate assault 
now being made on the sacredness of the Lord’s Day. 
Should the cause be lost, they will live to regret their in- 
lifference in a time of crisis. 

It was most gratifying on Jan. 22 to hear the brave word 
spoken in Trinity Reformed Church, this city, by the Hon. 
Harry S. McDevitt, President Judge of Common Pleas 
Court No. 1, who is without question one of the most fear- 
less, conscientious and altogether useful jurists in our city. 
Judge McDevitt is a devout Roman Catholic and, like many 
of his co-religionists, does not object to baseball or other 
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games played on Sunday by the young folks, where no 
admission fee is charged. But he did not hesitate to de- 
fend the present Sunday laws and to declare his opposition 
to professional ball games and open movies and theatres 
on the Lord’s Day. ‘Today we are reading a lot,” he said, 
“about people who want to repeal the laws for the observ- 
ance of Sunday in this city. Most of this talk comes from 
the commercial elements that stand to profit materially 
from a gay and wide-open Sunday in Philadelphia. Per- 
sonally, I don’t think the day will ever come when we will 
have a wide-open Sunday in Philadelphia.” 

Shortly thereafter this influential jurist was lampooned 
by a loud-voiced propagandist over the radio, a tabloid 
newspaper man who influences by his daily outpourings 
quite a number of the unchurched and possibly a few 
Church folks. We do not believe, however, that even a 
fatuous Philadelphia political machine would venture the 
foolhardy attempt to defeat this able and incorruptible 
Judge for re-election. 

Meanwhile, the enemies of our American Lord’s Day 
are sleepless, and it behooves its friends to be vigilant, cour- 
ageous and persistent. It is the King’s business, and it re- 
quireth haste. eer 


LYNCHED 


Principal Robert R. Moton, of Tuskegee Institute, re- 
ports that eight persons were lynched in 1932. ‘This is just 
eight too many, but we may at least be grateful that it is 
five less than in 1931, thirteen less than in 1930, two less 
than in 1929, three less than in 1928, and eight less than 


‘in 1927. Of those lynched in the year which has just 


closed, seven were in the hands of the law; four of these 
were taken from jails and three from officers of the law 
outside the jails; the bodies of two of the victims were 
burned. In 31 instances officers of the law prevented at- 
tempted lynchings. Of these 27 were in Southern States, 
four in the North and West. In seven cases armed force 
was used to repel the lynchers. In all, 42 persons (of whom 
7 were white and 37 Negroes) were saved from death at 
the hands of mobs. Several of these were women. Let us 
keep on hoping and praying for the day when all the Amer- 
ican people will be civilized. 
eee 


THE SALOON IS ON THE WAY 


Some folks seem to be changing their minds. How glib 
were the promises, how strong were the assurances, made 
a little while ago by the liquor-sellers and the liquor-lovers ! 
Saloons back again? O, no! No!! No!!! Hands were held 
so high in holy horror that our Wet friends had cramps 
in their wrists, elbows and shoulders. Those horrible 
saloons to return? O, perish the thought! 

We were urged just to repeal that idiotic Eighteenth 
Amendment as a first step toward salvaging American 
civilization. Then all would be well with everybody and 
joy would be unconfined. But no saloons! No sir! Even 
a Presidential candidate four years ago, who accepted a 
Dry nomination with a Wet message, declared that he did 
not know a single person who desired the return of the 
old-fashioned saloon. 

When an orator of national reputation was asked just 
how liquor would be dispensed under the new regime, he 
replied, “All that will be worked out in due season; first 
clear the ground by repeal.’’ Questioned as to whether it 
might not be necessary to have something just like the 
saloon only with another name, he grew red with indigna- 
tion. ‘No, never!”’, he cried. “Trust the brains of Amer- 
ica to find a way.” That man was typical. 

Now, however, with repeal, as they suppose, apparettiy 
in sight, there are gentle words, even affectionate words, 
for the poor old saloon, “the workingman’s club,” “the 
innocent resort of happier days”. Editors and orators are 
beginning to recall that it; was “not so bad”, after all. They 
have advanced now to the “perhaps” stage. The Wet 


papers are hinting that something “very much akin to the ~ 


saloon” may have to be devised. Here is, for intance, the 


article in Liberty for Jan. 21 entitled, “Saloon or Speak- — 


easy— Which ?” 
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Thus, slyly and gradually, the Wets are preparing the 
minds of their readers for the return of what was in former 
days the most fertile source of indecency, crime and corrup- 
tion that devastated our American life. 


The utterances of the present are only preparatory. Some- 
thing stronger and more direct is about to follow. What 
else did you have a right to expect from the liquor crowd? 
With bitter satisfaction we indulge in the time-honored re- 
mark, “We told you so!” —G. E. H. 


* * * 


SOME MAJOR DIFFICULTIES 


In his recent rewarding book, Difficulties in Religious 
Thinking (The Abingdon Press, 271 pages, $2), Dr. Frank 
Glenn Lankard gives the result of a questionnaire in which 
first-hand information was sought from a group of 224 
adult laymen of 8 denominations in 8 States, and another 
group of 333 college men and women in 8 widely scattered 
institutions. The purpose was to discover, in this period 
of conflicting ideas arising out of disturbed thought-trends 
and resulting in much religious confusion and unrest, just 
what changes in religious thinking have produced the most 
serious difficulties. One of the outstanding features of the 
result of this questionnaire is that there is so little differ- 
ence in the points of view expressed by the group of lay 
adults .and the group of college students, as to the chief 
difficulties in religious thinking. Another striking fact is 
that the upper 25 per cent of points of greatest difficulty, 
among 35 difficulties that were mentioned and considered, 
are practical rather than doctrinal in nature. 


We trust all our readers will be interested in noting that 
the twelve major difficulties of today as pointed out by this 
group of laymen are: (1) Much religious teaching and 
preaching failing to touch everyday life. (2) Failure of 
Christians to exhibit in their lives the results claimed for 
religion. (3) Tardiness of the Church in ministering to 
the needs of youth. (4) The spirit of disunity and intoler- 
ance among many religious leaders on ecclesiastical mat- 
ters. (5) Distrust of that portion of the ministry which 
shows a discrepancy between private belief and public 
utterance. (6) The wide divergence of belief among spir- 
itual leaders. (7) Confusion in thought over the meaning 
of life. (8) Lack of the note of assurance and certainty 
on the part of many religious leaders. (9) The general 
unrest in all fields of thinking, which unrest carries over 
into the field of religion. (10) A reaction against the 
theology of the Church with no satisfactory substitute. (11) 
Difficulty in believing in a divine sanction for the moral 
order. (12) A conviction that the Church has hidden under 
doctrine and ritual the real Jesus. (Apart from the fact 
that the college students put No. 4 first, No. 7 fourth, and 
No. 1 fifth, there was little variation in their list of majors.) 


It is very obvious that, according to this survey, the most 
disturbing features in religious thinking today seem to be 
the failure of religion to influence the lives of those who 
profess it, the lack of certainty, assurance and tolerance 
on the part of religious leaders, and the failure of the 
Church to adjust itself to the needs of youth. It is “a 
damaging blow against hypocrisy, sham and camouflage, 
even though it may masquerade in the name of religion,” 
concludes Mr. Lankard. “Students and laymen alike glory 
in men of personal conviction and reasonable certainty ; 
in their heart of hearts they want honesty and integrity 
above all else.”’ If your spirits are inclined to flag, is there 
a more wholesome and encouraging sign than such a 
passion for reality? The revulsion against cant and chi- 
canery in religion, the demand that the Church give full 
proof of its spiritual vitality and virility—this shows, does 
it not, that there is a solid “bedrock of integrity in people 
upon which we may yet build the Kingdom of God.” 

+ Bia 2 & 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS IN HIGH PLACES 


Apropos of Foreign Mission Day, it may be in order 
to recall the note by President Schneder printed in these 
columns last August 25th. It was entitled “Christianity in 
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the New Japanese Cabinet,” and called attention to the fact 
that six Ministers of State, including the Premier, have 
Christian wives, most of them alumnae of Christian girls’ 
schools. One of the six Ministers, says Dr. Schneder, is 
also himself a Christian, graduate of the Methodist Aoyama 
College in Tokyo. 

It might be added that two others of the six may properly 
be called Christians, though not enrolled with any Protest- 
ant Church. Mr. Takahashi, Minister of Finance, who in 
such times as these holds one of the most important port- 
folios, was in his youth baptized in the Roman Catholic 
Church at Sendai. He keeps the Bible on his desk and 
reads it daily. 


Prime Minister Saito is also a northerner, and is “Uncle” 
to the family of Elder Anazawa of our Church at Waka- 
matsu. For years Dr. Anazawa has been not only our 
family physician, saving the lives of at least three of us 
from imminent death, but also a very intimate friend. So 
I happen to know that “Uncle” Saito, though not a mem- 
ber of the Church, is a man of Christian spirit. As an 
Admiral of the Navy he had earned the right to retire from 
active service, when he was moved to assume the burden- 
some and dangerous task of Governor of Chosen (Korea), 
where he rendered a consecrated service that no Christian 
statesman of any country could surpass. He is showing 
the same spirit now, closely following two Premiers who 
were both assassinated in office. 


It is very significant that in time of great peril the Japan- 
ese Emperor followed the advice of those nearest the 
Throne and chose a man of this type. The Cabinet has 
stood the test, and will probably stand until Japan’s worse 
troubles are over. 


It is reassuring to know that in the highest places in 
Tokyo there are Christians who pray for the solution of 
Japan’s and the world’s problems, and it is meet that we 
should pray with them. —CHRISTOPHER Noss. 

x oe 


HOW POOR ARE WE? 


“There’s no use of asking my people for anything just 
now,” remarked a pastor the other day. ‘They never felt 
so poor in all their lives, in spite of the fact that some 
of them have had steady work and are still living quite 
well. But so far as Church work is concerned, all they 


are thinking about is economy and retrenchment.” 


Far be it from us to suggest that there are not some good 
reasons for this gloomy psychological condition, but you 
cannot deny that it has become with some folks an obses- 
sion or a mania and may in many cases be the product of 
hysteria more than of reason. When a man says, for ex- 
ample, that he can no longer afford five cents a week for 
a Christian paper, and then continues to smoke an average 
of 3 or 4 five-cent cigars a day or to attend the movies sev- 
eral times a week, we are justified in questioning either his 
honesty, his judgment or his interest in religion. When 
folks cut down their Church dues 50 per cent or even 100 
per cent, on the plea of poverty, as some have done, but 
continue to take week-end pleasure trips with but little 
diminished frequency, we are similarly persuaded that there 
is “something rotten in Denmark.” 


The Rev. A. R. Van Meter, Executive Secretary of the 
Philadelphia Diocese of the Episcopal Church, asked sev- 
eral pointed questions the other day, which we think it 
would be rather difficult to answer, if they were put to some 
of these Church officers and people who feel ‘“‘too terribly 
poor” to carry on the Lord’s work any longer. “Is Amer- 
ica really and truly poverty stricken”, asked Dr. Van 
Meter, “when in one year her people can spend $7,770,000,- 
000 on things that are not absolutely essential? Is such a 
country justified in advancing the alibi that she has no 
money at all when asked to contribute to missions, hospitals 
and other welfare projects?” 


In spite of all our deprivations, our Heavenly Father has 
been wonderfully good to us. A growing selfishness and 
self-pity hardly rewards Him for His unfailing bounty. 


6 REFORMED 


JUDGING “FOREIGNERS” 


We do well to remember occasionally that the words 
“stranger” and “enemy” once were synonymous. It is very 
difficult, even in these times of rapid transportation when 
so many have enjoyed the privilege of visiting other lands 
beside their own, to get the point of view of the folks 
across the border. Apart from the fact that the chief de- 
light of some men seems to be to stir up trouble and to 
increase misunderstandings between the people of different 
countries, it is sadly true that a provincial and parochial 
spirit is altogether too common, and it is difficult to exor- 
cise from our hearts the demons of suspicion and fear. 
Those who have traveled abroad know how little reliable 
news concerning our country is to be found in any other 
land, and we may safely take it for granted that the in- 
formation given to us about the people of other nations 
should usually be taken with a grain of salt. At any rate, 
mutual forbearance is always in order and was never more 
needed than now, when nerves are taut and tense and tem- 
pers are irritated by unusual perplexities. 

The Sage of Potato Hill recently said something worth 
thinking about in these words: “Americans are judged 
abroad by what American books, magazines and news- 
papers say; by speeches delivered at meetings of various 
social clubs and political organizations. All these are un- 
natural, and foreigners do not know us; our publicity agents 
have given us a character we do not deserve. What the 
average American thinks and believes is not known even in 
his own country; the American attends motion-picture 
plays not because he is much interested in the people who 
make them but because they cost only 25 cents and occa- 
sionally have a good news reel or comedy. I lately attended 
a motion-picture theatre, and only six others were there. 
Never before have I seen a ‘show’ presented to an audience 
of seven, and it was the best theatre in town, showing the 
best available picture plays. American people are not as 
crazy about Hollywood as is believed abroad.” 

If a distorted view of our own people is given to our 
friends across the sea by our films and papers and the 
jingoistic mouthings of some Senators and others in posi- 
tions of more or less authority, let us be considerate enough 
to remember that we likewise may have a perverted con- 
ception of the people of other lands for somewhat similar 
reasons. We once knew a highly respectable American 
who hated Italy and all things Italian and could not be per- 
suaded to believe that any good thing could come out of that 
wonderful country simply because years ago he had known 
a “dago” who had been both unsanitary and dishonest. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE ASTUTE LADY 


She hails from the Fast. 


MESSENGER 


She is a graduate of a great 
New England college. She is past the meridian of life, a 
widow, and wealthy. This does not tell the whole story: 
she is efficient, self-reliant, and brooks little or no contra- 
diction from anyone. She always mounts a dais when she 
meets you. This necessitates a backward tilt in your neck. 
She prefers to do the talking and wants others to listen. 
She is a fairly good conversationalist ; makes progress, and 
does not repeat herself. Having traveled much, there is a 
large gamut of conversational themes and side lights. Know- 
ing many persons in America and quite a few in Europe, 
you can readily see that her recounting is sparkling and in- 
teresting. Then, she has just enough humor to prevent her 
being boresome, The most remarkable thing about her is, 
that she can entertain you for a whole afternoon, directing 
and doing most of the speaking; and yet, when you stop 
to ask yourself, what does she think, where does she stand 
on this or that issue—behold! you don’t know. She did 
not tell you. She led you a merry chase from Yonkers 
to the Riviera and she was the only conversationalist, but 
what she thinks you don’t know and can’t even surmise. 
She’s a sphinx; her lips are not stone nor are they sealed ; 
but her inner mind is a walled garden. And—no one really 
cares to know what the inner processes of thought are, hid- 
den behind the barrage of brilliant verbiage, pantheresque 
gestures, cackling laughter. And a face whose mask of 
expression never varies the fraction of a calibrated set. 
And why this characterization of a type that all of our 
readers have met, often to our disgust and sometimes to the 
complete disturbance of our equanimity? Simply to warn 
curselves against the first faint evidence of a tendency to 
pose or to strut. Age, knowledge, position, power, wealth, 
do have a tendency to make us want to mount a platform 
and to hold forth while others must listen and gape at us. 
Watch out, friend. Don’t stand in the line of the spot- 
light: you see, your performance may not be up to the 
accredited standard of excellence. Which is a moral, 
though not exactly as Solomon would have phrased it; for 


he said, “every proud-minded man is an abomination to 
the Lord.” 


MESSAGES ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


LOOKING FORWARD 
By Allen R. Bartholomew, D.D. 


ward the “mark” he presses. 
of the apostle there was an irresistible 


To the eye Day when the work of Foreign Missions 


is appealing for liberal offerings. The 


Why not? What advantage is it to 
brood over by-gone experiences? Is there 
any gain in a stand-pat attitude? Of old 
it was said: “And it shall come to pass at 
that time, that I will search Jerusalem 
with lamps; and I will punish the men 
that are settled on their lees, that say in 
their heart, Jehovah will not do good, 
neither will he do evil.” These are times 
that demand a daring venture, a forward 
mareh and an upward look. 

The man of faith and courage sets his 
face in redeeming the past by making the 
future worth-while. We shall never be 
what God wants us to be so long as we 
hesitate to go forward. There is a lot of 
sound sense in the noble resolve of St. 
Paul: “This one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are be- 
fore.’ The metaphor is that of the foot 
race. The eye is fixed on the goal. To- 


charm to this “mark of the prize of the 
high calling”. It was nothing less than 
the burning desire to preach among the 
Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

In the work of Missions, the year be- 
fore us will be what we make it. There 
are signs of promise. Let us have the 
mind of the Psalmist who could look up 
into the sky and say, “The heavens declare 
the glory of God and the firmament show- 
eth His handiwork.” The sun still sheds 
his brilliant rays of light upon our path- 
way by day and the moon brightens the 
darkness of the night. The stars still 
hang like evening lamps in the blue dome 
of the heavens and the air resounds with 
praises to the God of creation. “Why 
are thou cast down, O my soul?” Get out 
of the nimbo of fear and do something 
for your fellowman. “The only way to 
study a situation is to try to do something 
for it.” This is a wise saying for all of 
us to ponder, in view of Foreign Mission 


Board is facing its gravest emergency. Our 
work must go on. The missionaries need 
their support. Our only hope is in those 
who have a love for the cause of Mis- 
sions. If they fail us we have no other 
source for help. 


THE PLACE OF THE MISSIONARY 
By Rev. Willis G. Hoekje 


During early October the privilege of 
attendance at two significant gatherings 
called the writer to the far north of. 
Japan’s main island. First came the meet- 
ing of the Christian Educational Associa-_ 
tion of Japan, at which some forty schools 
were represented by about sixty delegates, 
about ten of them being missionaries. It 
was the first meeting since last year’s 
visit of the Educational Commission, and 
illustrated the remark of the Commission 
that the leadership of the group is pre-_ 
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1932 Meeting of the Christian Educational Association of Japan, held at 


Hirosaki, Aomori Prefecture. 


Dr. D. B. Schneder, Dr. E. H. Zaugg, 


and Dr. T. Demura of North Japan College, and Rev. Carl D. 
Kriete, of Miyagi College, are seen in the group. 


dominantly Japanese. In connection with 
various recommendations of the Commis- 
sion and present conditions in Japan, two 
items among others that received special 
attention were the training of Bible 
teachers and the publication of textbooks 
for the teaching of morals and religion. 
The missionary’s direct contribution to 
the solution of these problems is not likely 
to be outstanding, although he is not 
likely to be quite ignored. 

Later came the 46th meeting of the Syn- 
od of the Church of Christ in Japan, with- 
out a missionary member, and with few 
missionaries even in attendance, at ordi- 
nary sessions. For us, chief interest cen- 
tered in an evening conference of leaders 
of the Church with missionaries, for dis- 
eussion of the subject of relations in evan- 
gelistic work. It is well understood now 
that in the type of work which aims di- 
rectly at the organization and development 
of Christian groups for worship and 
Chureh work, the share of the missionary 
is bound to be subordinate. Methods of 
Church extension activity have reflected 
this consciousness in the development of 
recent years. Is the missionary’s work, 
then, nearly done? On this point, the con- 
ference seemed to be nearly united—there 
is work for the missionary to do. But two 
points of view emerged from the discus- 
sion—one, insisting that to render real 
service, the freedom of initiative of the 
missionary must be guaranteed. While 
he is not to make the organization of a 
Chureh his first aim, he must be free to 
plan and to carry out plans for direct 
evangelistic contacts with the unsaved. 
The other point of view was, that all that 
the missionary is to do can best be done 
if under the sponsorship of the leaders of 
the indigenous Church. 

Between these two meetings, with their 
far-stretching horizons of major problems 
of policy, the writer spent one day in the 
city of Morioka. Twelve years ago, as 
the last resident missionary of the Re- 
formed Church in America, he surrendered 
the station to the Mission of the Reformed 
Church in the United States. The present 
missionary family was stationed in Mori- 
oka less than ten years ago. It was a 
joy to note how the Schroers have identi- 
fied themselves with the city of their 
dwelling—it is their home town. They 
have other bits of Mission duty (some of 
which consume considerable time) but 
their activities and interests center in the 


community Religious Education Center, 
completed almost exactly a year ago. This 
houses conspicuously a Kindergarten, and 
junior kindergarten, but is distinctly un- 
derstood not to be just for that. The 
staff, in addition to the Kindergarten 
teacher, includes a playground director and 
a Bible Woman. Besides provision for 
daily supervised recreation, indoors and 
out, there are Bible classes, night school 
classes (English and German), the begin- 
nings of a diet kitchen, and a health unit 
in prospect. 

The missionaries appear not to be great- 
ly concerned about the theoretical discus- 
sions of the place and the task of the 
missionary in Japan. To be sure, they 
have simply taken it for granted that the 
place in which they are is the place to 
invest their all and their best. A some- 
what isolated city of medium size, Mori- 
oka may not be the ideal, strategic loca- 
tion for a demonstration unit in Religious 
Education as applied to community life. 
And yet it may be. Hats off to the Schro- 
ers! In paying them tribute, we pay 
tribute, too, to their quietly assuming 
that the place of the missionary is that of 
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being with all his heart and mind and 
strength the servant for Christ’s sake of 
those among whom he finds himself. 


Nagasaki, Japan. 


THE TWELVE OF AIZU 

By Christopher Noss, D.D. 
The number of Japanese ministers con 
nected with our Reformed Chureh in North 


Japan will soon be one hundred. Of these 
twelve came from the land of Aizu. 
Aizu is that part of Fukushima Prov- 
ince lying beyond the range of mountains 
that make the backbone of the main isl- 


and of Japan. Its metropolis is the city 
of Wakamatsu, where my home has been 
since 1910. In Japanese history the name 
Aizu has a lustre all its own. About half 
of the twelve are descended from doughty 
samurai, and half from no sturdy 
peasants. In the photograph here present- 
ed we are not wearing our clerical faces. 
The friend who kindly took the picture, 
Missionary Schroer, insisted that we look 
pleasant, and a characteristic bit of humor 
evoked the desired smiles. 

The gentleman in the light suit, named 
Sato-Shigehiko, is not of our group. He 
is a Lutheran, and the guest of honor, 
invited to give us a series of talks on his 
specialty, Martin Luther. A nephew of 
the Mayor of Wakamatsu, he has become 
famous as the pioneer Japanese exponent 
of Lutheran doctrine. He says that he 
got his first taste of it in my library, 
where he liked to browse, and where he 
once found Luther’s Commentary on Gala- 
tians, formerly the property of Professor 
Theodore Appel of Lancaster. Since my 
own ancestors were Lutherans, I am glad 
to have rendered their cause this little 
service. 

Beginning at the left, he who modestly 
crouches by my right knee, is Takaku San, 
the only one in Japanese garb, being a 
“gentleman of the old school”, of whom 
much has been written elsewhere. Since 
the picture was taken, his work has been 
brought to a conclusion, 

The one who balances himself rather 
unsteadily at my other knee is Iseki San 
of Tajima, a very dear spiritual son of 
our family, who also has been deseribed 
elsewhere. 

The third is Akagi San of Nihommatsu, 
a slight little man who knows how to 
preach as one inspired. He once added to 
an address of mine an exhortation of five 
minutes that I can never forget, based on 
the words, “Launch out into the deep.” 

The stocky man at the left of the back 
row has also been introduced elsewhere, 
Chiba San, now in charge of a new inter- 
est at Shiogama, near Sendai. He was 
once a stonecutter of Aizu, then for many 
years a school teacher, and is now a min- 


less 


Group of Evangelists from Aizu, Japan, with Dr. Christopher Noss. 
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ister, of such sheer sincerity that the 
unregenerate are at a loss to know what 
to make of him. His oldest son will soon 
join him in the ministry. 

Next is Taguchi San, born in Bange of 
Aizu; later, as a boy, a beloved disciple 
of Pastor Jo at Nakamura. His early 
ministry was devoted to Wakamatsu; his 
later years to Aomori, where son George 


Noss has had the privilege of working be- 
him. He is the best street-preacher 


side 


we have ever had, and a perfect pastor. 
When the Seminary lost Professor Ito, by 
right of eminent domain they drafted 
Taguchi San to be his successor. It was 
a terrible blow to Aomori Chureh; but 
we must acknowledge that it is good to 


put into a theological chair one who has 
made good in the practical ministry. Next 
is Sato-Sadaichi San, some time my faith- 
ful helper, not an eloquent preacher, but a 
consummate pastor. The next two, Naka- 
yama San, now of Aomori, and Yuki San 
of Shinjo, are both so aggressive and so 
eager to open up new territory that the 
Evangelistic Board is compelled to put on 
the brakes and keep them on most of the 
time. 

Next to the end of the row is Konno- 
Takiichiro San, who did a fine piece of 
work at Ichinohe, and is now doing post- 
graduate work at San Anselmo Seminary, 
California. Last is Bannai San of Tome, 
who is in a sense a twin brother to Iseki 
San, because both first heard the Gospel 
when Takaku San and I first preached on 
the street at Wakamatsu twenty years ago. 
There are two others who do not appear 
in the picture, the remarkably capable In- 
agaki San of Watari, and Honna San, who 
is just now a free lance. Aizu has pro- 
duced not a few other ministers, among 
them men of extraordinary ability, now 
serving other denominations. 


Lancaster, Pa. 
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What was his name? I do not know 
his name. 
I only know he heard God’s voice 
and came, 
Brought all he had across the sea 
To live and work for God and me; 
Felled the ungracious oak; 
Dragged from the soil 
With horrid toil 
The thrice-gnarled roots and stub- 
born rock... 
And I? 
Is there some desert or some path- 
less sea 
Where thou, good God of angels, 
wilt send me? 
Some oak for me to rend; 
sod, 
Some rock for me to break; 
Some handful of his corn to take 
And scatter far afield, 
Till it, in turn shall yield 
Its hundredfold 
Of grains of gold 
To feed the waiting children of 
my God? 
Show me the desert, Father, or the 
sea. 
Is it thine enterprise? 
send me! 


some 


Great God, 


—Quoted from “Hymns of the 
Widening Kingdom,” published by 
The Century Company. 


LETTER FROM OUR MISSIONARY, 
Dr. Paul E. Keller 


Dear Dr. Bartholomew; 

You say you regret that you must an- 
nounce a cut in our salaries this year; I 
am thankful that we get salaries at all. 
What is our cut in comparison with those 
who have no work? Let’s be thankful; 
God has always done more than He has 
promised to us. Somehow we have always 
managed to get along on what we re- 


ceived, and I believe that we shall be en- 
abled to do so in the future. God has 
made you keenly sensitive to our needs 
and rights, and has thus made it needless 
for us to worry about things. Let me 
assure you that that is a tremendous help 
to one on the field, where the eares of 
the work are sufficient to tax anyone’s 
strength.) ‘Seek a5 - rst vand alleen. 
things”, is His promise, and He has faith- 
fully carried out His side of the bargain. 


I have nearly finished reading “Re- 
Thinking Missions”, Frederick Lynch’s 
criticism or review in December 29th “Mes- 
senger” is my reaction to the book. My 
chief charge is that in his last paragraph. 
I would not remain on the Mission field if 
I had to carry on the work they seem to 
regard as the only proper way to carry 
on Missions in this our day. Had these 
laymen remained at their “last”, they 
would not have written so much of things 
whereof they know less than we. The 
really constructive things they suggest are 
the things we are trying to work right 
now, and we have had a larger measure 
of success in them than these men give 
us credit for. If these men had been as 
successful in their own home congrega- 
tions in practising what they call the 
Christian life, I should look upon their 
suggestions with more patience. If they 
had gone out to the field and had done 
the work waiting to be done, then I could 
swallow the charge that the missionaries 
are of too small a caliber. Why did they, 
—capable and brilliant men, no doubt,— 
not respond to the eall of God to all who 
are not deaf? In the meantime, I have 
finished reading the book. Their sugges- 
tions regarding re-organization are good 
and very difficult of accomplishment, espec- 
ially at home. In China, at least, the 
Churches will get together. We have a 
steadily rising and onrolling tidal wave 
that will probably sweep through most 
denominational lines. I would not waste 
a breath to stop it. I believe it is of God’s 
own doing, and as far as I know them, the 
missionaries in China, with few exceptions, 
have helped it along. Yes, we have some 
narrow-minded ones who oppose such a 
movement, but there is none such in our 
Mission. 


Hold on, doctor. You have fought brave- 
ly in the cause. You have led it on from 
a small thing to a movement of consider- 
able size. The journey has led through 
the Valley of Gloom. We are coming out 
soon again and shall by God’s grace and 
by a sensible cutting adrift of all un- 
necessary luggage mount the heights where 
we ean see more clearly the outlines of 
the City of God. God leads His people; 
and He chastens them too when they need 
it. How wise of Him! Soon you and I 
and all the ineurably optimistie folks will 
see that our confidence in God has been 
amply justified; and the foolish ones will 
have proved themselves to have been the 
wise ones. 


Tiffin, Ohio 
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IF I HAD—IF I WERE 


By Dr. A. V. Casselman 


If I had the funds with which to sup- 
port personally one new missionary for one 
position in our whole missionary work, I 
would select a doctor and send him to the 
station in China. 


Shenchow If I were a 


Nurse and Patient in Mission Dispensary 


young Christian doctor in America and 
wanted to spend my life where I thought 
it would be of most service in the name 
of and for the cause of Christ, I would 
go as a medical missionary to Shenchow. 
The reasons for this choice appear in these 
statements from the Minutes of the China 
Mission: 

(1) “The medical work in the Shenchow 
Station cannot be resumed properly with- 
out a resident missionary doctor. We hope 
that the Board will soon be able to send 
a doctor to this field.” (2) “The work 
at Shenchow was carried on by one for- 
eign nurse and two Chinese undergraduate 
men nurses.” (3) “Our dispensary in Shen- 
chow gave 12,950 treatments during the 
year, with Mrs. Hilgeman alone respons- 
ible.’ (4) “Cholera epidemics made the 
work very heavy.” (5) “May 12th, Hos- 
pital Day, was spent in giving preventive 
medicines.” (6) “Many cases which had 
been brought to Shenchow from distant 
places for treatment had to be refused be- 
cause there is no physician in Shenchow.” 

And the name of our hospital in Shen- 
chow is “Abounding Grace Hospital!” 


LATEST TIDINGS FROM BAGHDAD 
By Dr. Calvin K. Staudt 


The work of the American School for 
Boys has been going on nicely and we are 
doing very good work. We are working, 
however, against some odds. This is a very 
cold winter. The cold weather began in 


Student Christian Conference at Baalbeck, Republic of Lebanon. Three 
delegates from the American School for Boys at Baghdad attended. 
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Faculty of Huping Middle School, Lakeside, China. 
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Mrs. Mary B. Hoy, Rev. 


Edwin A. Beck, and Rev. Karl H. Beck are the missionary members. 


November and there has been no break 
in the temperature. You can imagine 
what this means when we have to do our 
work in unheated rooms. But in spite of 
the incessant cold there has been very 
little sickness on the part of teachers and 
pupils. Then we have had no rain this 
winter, save just a little sprinkling. Last 
year there was scarcely any rain and if 
no rain falls this winter it will mean a 
great suffering and loss to the country. 
Some of the streams have scarcely in 
them any water any more for irrigation. 

Dr. Harvey Bassler landed in Baghdad 
the latter part of November, and he has 
shown himself already very useful to the 
school. He is at present re-arranging and 
re-cataloguing our library and making it 
useful and workable. He has also started 
the nucleus of a museum, to which will be 
added everything of interest and value in 
Iraq. Dr. Bassler already has made a 
number of friends in Iraq. 


The school has just issued a little book 
in Arabie on the late Arab poet, Ahmed 
Shawki Beg. This is.a neat little volume 
which was gotten out by the Arabic De- 
partment of the School. In addition to 
the life of the poet and an interpretation 
of his poetry it contains the speeches and 
addresses and poems which were read at 
the memorial meeting we had for the poet 
at our school. The cost of publication is 
undertaken by the Arabic Societies. The 
School has received a great name through- 
out the Arab world for the fine meeting 
we had in honor of this poet. The papers 
and magazines in Syria and Egypt pub- 
lished the pictures of the affair and some 
of the poems composed for the occasion, 
as well as the address which I gave. 


In a missionary book which came to us 
last week and which was just published, 
entitled, “In the Amazon Jungles”, there 
is this fine comment on Dr. Bassler’s work 
in South America from the standpoint of 
a missionary. I think this needs to be 
repeated and published. The paragraph 
reads: 


“One of the reasons that has caused 
these wild tribes to become more friendly 
and make them easier of approach is the 
work of Dr. Harvey Bassler, geologist and 
explorer, who for nine years has done 
scientific work in the Amazon. This man’s 
courteous and just treatment of the Indi- 
ans has made friends for the white man 
of many tribes, and has made the Amazon 
region a safer place in which to work and 
live.” 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIANS 


Not a few Christians in America are 
profoundly sorry for the strained relation- 
ships between the governments of Japan 
and China and are wondering what the 
effect of this conflict has upon the Chris- 
tian missionary enterprise. Let this pic- 
ture of the outstanding Christian in Japan 
and the outstanding Christian of China, 


both of world-wide and _ international 
fame, answer. With this picture read these 
two statements: the first, by Stanley High 
in “The Far East”; and the second, in 
“The National Christian Council Bulletin” 
of Japan, for November, 1932, reporting 
the Annual Meeting of the National Chris- 
tian Council. 
* * * 

“Early in 1932, a wealthy Japanese 
Christian declared that the Shanghai hos- 
tilities—then at their worst—were a chal- 


“The wonderful manifestations of 
the power of God in the lives of 
men and nations, synchronizing as 
they do with unparalleled, world- 
wide economic depression and the 
greatest combination of unsolved 
political, social, moral, and relig- 
ious problems and issues which the 
world has ever known, constitute an 
inspiring challenge to the world mis- 


sion of Christianity to press its pres- 


ent unprecedented advantage. They 
are clear that the present is a time 
not simply to try to hold our own, 
still less to retreat, but to advance.” 


—Taken from a statement of Dr. 
John R. Mott concerning the re- 
cent meeting of the International 
Missionary Council at Herrnhut, 
Germany. 


lenge to the Christians of both nations. 
He proposed to do something about it. 
He did. Out of his own pocket he financed 
a Christian good-will delegation to Shang- 
hai. As if an American Christian, after 
Belleau Wood, had tried to finance a good- 
will delegation to Germany! That delega- 
tion—consisting of four Japanese and five 
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Japan missionaries arrived, under the 
shadow of Japan’s guns, in the Chinese 
city early in March. Their purposes were 
threefold: ‘To find an opportunity to get 
in touch with the Chinese Christian lead 
ers; to express our deepest sympathy, and 
try to remove any misunderstanding in 
our fellowship in Christ; to establish fel- 
lowship with the resident missionaries for 
co-operation and reconciliation.’ 

“These purposes were accomplished. The 
report of one of the members of the dele 
gation declares that, in addressing a din- 
ner given by the Chinese Christians, he 
‘tried to express our deepest sympathy for 
the tragedy and that we feel the responsi- 
bility before God and that we are con- 
vineed that until the Prince of Peace 
stands between the two countries there 


will not come the Kingdom of God in the 
Orient; that as the monument of Christ 
was erected on the border line of Chile 
and the Argentine to commemorate the 
peace established between those two coun- 
tries, we should strive to join hands in 
fellowship centering in Christ, for we are 
bound together by ties that nothing can 
break.’ 

“This speech, it should be remembered, 
was made while Japanese and Chinese 
armies were still glowering at one another 
in the trenches near Shanghai. The Chi- 
nese Christians who replied with a like 
declaration of faith had come that day 
from a tour of the ruins of Chapei. Their 
hearts were burdened with the suffering 
of their own people at the hands of the 
Japanese militarists. And yet here was 
common ground on which both Japanese 
and Chinese could stand with understand- 
ing and fellowship. It is doubtful if the 
four years of the World War produced any 
such dramatic proof of fearless devotion 
to a gospel that cannot be bound by battle 
lines. As one non-missionary observer de- 
clared: ‘In this demonstration there are 
more hopes for peace than in all the eco- 
nomic and political panaceas that wise men 
can devise; and more proof of the im- 
portance of Christianity than a library of 
missionary volumes and a year of mission- 
ary addresses could provide.’ ” 

* * * 

“The two fraternal delegates from the 
China National Christian Council gave 
their messages. Mr. Chang Fuliang, the 
Rural Work Secretary, gave an interesting 
summary of political and social develop- 
ments in China, as well as some account 
of their five year Movement. In closing, 
he said: ‘It would be an ungrateful act 
of omission, if, I should refrain from 
touching upon the question foremost in 
our minds, on the relationship between Ja- 
pan and China. By the constant inter- 
change of messages of sympathy and good- 
will during the last twelve months or so 
between our National Christian Councils 
and by the courageous stand taken by 
some Japanese Christians, the Christians 
in our two countries have come closer 
together in the fellowship of prayer and 


Kagawa of Japan and Dr. Cheng of China, 
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sorrow, although our respective countries 
seem to drift farther apart. It is true 
that both our countries have very small 
Christian populations, and that the Chris- 
tian influence is very small at present in 
our respective governments. Neverthe- 
less, the fate of mankind hangs on a thin 
thread of emotion and nationalism and 
calls for action on the part of Christians. 
Shall there be another World War? Will 
the salvation of nations le in wars and 
more wars? God forbid! The Christians 
of the world, especially those in Japan and 


China, must aggressively and incessantly 
work for the cause of justice between na- 
tions, peace on earth and good-will among 
men. Unless they and men like them put 
their hands to the plough for making real 
democracy among nations, and world 
brotherhood, we must enter upon another 
period of universal chaos and anarchy. 

“‘Pardon me for the unburdening of a 
heavy heart on this formal occasion of 
sending you our fraternal greetings. To 
send messages of greetings and to ex- 
change fraternal delegates without sharing 
with each other the heavy burden of a 
common task in Christianizing the inter- 
national relationships between our two na- 
tions, especially at this extraordinary 
time, seems to me to miss a great oppor- 
tunity in our Christian fellowship. In spite 
of the small numbers of Christians in our 
two countries, let us therefore re-dedicate 
ourselves and redouble our efforts in the 
cause of international justice and good- 
will. Then and only then shall we be lay- 
ing the foundation for a lasting interna- 
tional peace.’ ” 


A CHRIST-LIKE STATESMAN 


In his last report of the North Japan 
College, Dr. D. B. Schneder makes the 
following statement: “During the recent 
elections three North Japan College grad- 
uates were elected to Parliament. One of 
them is the widely-known Mr. Sugiyama, 
co-worker with Dr. Kagawa, and represent- 
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BUT STILL I WAIT 


The strings of camels come in single 
file, 
Bearing their burdens o’er the 
desert sands, 
Swiftly the boats go plying on the 
Nile— 
The needs of men are met on every 
hand, 
But still I wait 
For the messenger of God who 
cometh late. 


I see a cloud of dust rise on the 
plain. 
The measured tread of troops falls 
on my ear. 
The soldier comes, the empire to 
maintain, 
Bringing the pomp of war, the 
reign of fear. 
But still I wait 
For the messenger of God who 
cometh late. 


They set me watching o’er the desert 
drear, 
Where dwells the darkness, as the 
deepest night; 
From many a mosque there comes 
the call to prayer— 
I hear no voice that calls on God 
for light. 
But still I wait 
For the messenger of God who 
cometh late. 


ing the farmer-labor party. He will prob- 
ably be the most Christ-like man in 
Parliament.” 

The following report of a meeting of 
“The Friends of Jesus” is significant: “One 
of the most interesting evening sessions 
of the conference was addressed by Mr. 
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Sugiyama, who has spent years as a den- 
tist and evangelist in the rural districts 
and is now a proletarian representative in 
Parliament. For more than two hours he 
lectured to an intensely interested audi- 
ence upon the tragie plight of Japan’s 
farmers, A thrill of satisfaction went over 
me as I listened to him. Here was Chris- 
tianity going after existing social corrup- 
tion with its sleeves rolled up. Here was 
a deep spirituality which sharpened, not 
obseured, the vision of political chicanery 
and institutional injustice. Step by step 
Sugiyama traced the connection between 
the agrarian unrest and the violent out- 
break of last May when soldiers in uni- 
form shot down the prime minister. Eighty- 
five per cent of the soldiers come from 
the country, he said, and the pitiful tales 
they were receiving in their letters from 
home made them desperate enough to re- 
sort to violence in their demand for re- 
form. The new cabinet is, he continued, 
under a heavy obligation to help the 
farmers, and yet so far its efforts have 
been spent mostly to raise the market 
price of silk for the benefit of the big 
business interests, whose speculations are 
partially underwritten by the government. 


“Present conditions were graphically 
sketched out of the first-hand knowledge 
of the speaker—parents selling their 
daughters into vice to avoid starvation, 
people in at least one village eating tree- 
leaves while the rice they themselves had 
raised lay in government warehouses wait- 
ing to be dumped on foreign markets. ‘Are 
the rural people human beings or ecater- 
pillars?’, he demanded. As I listened to 
Sugiyama pleading in the name of Christ 
for the economic and spiritual regenera- 
tion of the peasants of Japan, victimized 
from the days of the Shoguns by the rul- 
ing classes, I felt a fervor in his words 
that I think not un-akin to that “first care- 
less rapture’ of those who in the beginning 
went forth preaching the Kingdom of 
God.” 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
LANCASTER, PA. 


Attention! Ministers and Laymen 


The Swander Lectures for the year 1933 
will be delivered Feb. 6-8 by Professor 
James 8. Thomson, D.D., of the Pine Hill 
Divinity Hall, Halifax, Canada. The Me- 
Cauley Lectures will be delivered on Tues- 
day of the same week by Kenneth H. Ap- 
pel, M.D., Ph.D., of Haverford, Pa. Pro- 
fessor Thomson’s subject will be, “The 
Reality of God.” Dr. Appel will speak on 
“Psychiatry and Life.” 

The hours of the two courses are as 
follows: 


Thomson, Feb. 6 (Monday), 8 P. M.— 
“Theology in the Modern World,” Tues., 
9.10 A. M.—“Theological Method”; Appel, 
Tues., 10-11 A. M.—“Psychiatry and Life”; 
Thomson, Tues., 11-12 A. M. ‘The The- 
ology of Revelation”; Appel, Tues., 3-4 
P. M.—“Psychiatry and Life”; Thomson, 
Tues., 8-9 P. M.—“The Mode of Divine 
Existence,” Wed., 9-10 A. Mi—“The Higher 
Mysticism.” 

Let this be a time of return for the 
alumni and friends of the Seminary. 


George W. Richards, President. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


There is an old and familiar saying, 
“Like father, like son.” For our present 
use we want to change just one word and 
say, “Like father, like daughter.” That 
is the way it happened the other day when 
we received two contributions for the 


Bowling Green Academy salary fund. One 
came from Mr. EH. E. Ardery, $5; and the 
other from Miss Verna H. Ardery, $5. 
Total to date, $318. Thank you! There 
are a number of former friends of this 
fund, who have not been heard from this 
year. We are hopefully awaiting their 
gifts, as well as the help from new con- 
tributors. Make all checks payable to Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, and send them care of 
the “Messenger.” 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST 

Ue sh 3 


SUBJECT—“The Catechetical Manual” 
(Recently published by the Board of 
Christian Education). 

LENGTH—Not over 3,000 words. 


TIME—All essays must be received by Dr. 
Henry I. Stahr, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education, by 
Children’s Day, June 11, 1933. 

ELIGIBLE—Any minister or member of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States. : 


INSTRUCTIONS—(1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct name and 
address in a separate envelope. 

(2) Use one side of paper only. 
(3) Manuscripts should be typewritten. 

PRIZES—First Prize, $75.00 
Second Prize, $50.00 
Third Prize, $25.00 


REV. HENRY MILLER 


As we go to press we are in receipt 
of a message telling of the sudden 
death of the Rev. Henry Miller, 
Marietta, Pa., Sunday evening, Jan. 
30. 
later. 


A fuller notice will be given 


READ THIS FROM OUR VETERAN 
MISSIONARY 

“T congratulate you on getting out such 

a good Manual for the instruction of the 

young, and I thank you. I want to put a 


set into the hands of each of our religious 


teachers in North Japan College. 


D. B. Schneder.” 
Sendai, Japan. 


CLASSES MEETING IN FEBRUARY, 
1933, ACCORDING TO THE REC- 
ORDS RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE 

OF THE STATED CLERK OF 
THE GENERAL SYNOD 

FEBRUARY 5: 

Mercersburg (7.30 P. M.), St. John’s, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Rev. Walter R. Go- 
brecht, Chambersburg, Pa. 

FEBRUARY 6: 

Goshenhoppen (10 A. M.), Trinity, Potts- 
town, Pa., Dr. J. Hamilton Smith, Potts- 
town, Pa. 

East Ohio (2 P. M.), Mineral City, O., 
Rev. L. A. Sigrist, Mineral City, O. 


Northeast Ohio (1.30 P. M.), Williard 
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Reformed, Akron, O., Dr. G. A. Snyder, 
Akron, O. 
Fort Wayne (10 A. M.), St. John’s, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., Dr. F. W. Rupnow, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. 

FEBRUARY 7: 


East Pennsylvania (9 A. M.), Christ, 
Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. 8. R. Brenner, 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

West Susquehanna (10 A. M.), Faith, 
State College, Pa., Rev. A. S. Asendorf, 
State College, Pa. 

Lehigh (9.30 A. M.), Dubbs’ Memorial, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. M. F. Klingaman, 
Allentown, Pa. 

Central Ohio (2 P. M.), Trinity, Upper 
Sandusky, O., Rev. Geo. W. Good, Upper 
Sandusky, O. 

St. Paul’s (7.30 P. M.), St. Mark’s, Green- 
ville, Pa., Rev. H. R. Ash, Greenville, 
Pa., R. D. No. 7. 

Allegheny (9.30 A. M.), St. John’s, Evans 
City, Pa., Rev. N. E. Smith, Evans City, 
Pa. 


North Carolina (10.30 A. M.), Trinity, 
Coneord, N. C., Rev. Hugo Kellermeyer, 
Concord, N. C. 
New York (8 P. M.), Emanuel, Wood- 
haven, L. I., N. Y., Rev. E. J. Strass- 
burger, Woodhaven, L. I., N. Y. 
German Philadelphia (8 P. M.), St. 
John’s, Egg Harbor, N. J., Rev. C. E. 
String, Egg Harbor, N. J. 
Indianapolis, (10 A.M.), Trinity, Mul- 
berry, Ind., Rev. C. J. Snyder, Mulberry, 
Ind. 
FEBRUARY 8: 
Lancaster (10 A. M.), Faith, Lancaster, 
Pa.. Rev. D. G. Glass, Lancaster, Pa. 
FEBRUARY 13: 
Lebanon (9 A. M.), Christ, Annville, Pa., 
Dr. K. Otis Spessard, Annville, Pa. 
Reading (7.45 P. M.), St. Andrew’s, 
Reading, Pa., Dr. Chas. E. Roth, Read- 
ing, Pa. 
Southwest Ohio (1.30 P. M.), Hale Me- 
morial, Dayton, O., Rev. Wm. A. Als- 
pach, Dayton, O. 
Somerset (7.30 P. M.), Trinity, Jenners- 
town, Pa., Rev. I. H. Bauder, Jenners- 
town, Pa. 
Baltimore-Washington (8 P. M.), St. 
Mark’s, Baltimore, Md., Rev. John R. T. 
Hedeman, Baltimore, Md. 


FEBRUARY 14: 
West Ohio (10 A. M.), Grace, Springfield, 
Ohio, Rev. E. E. Koepp, Springfield, O. 
Westmoreland (10 A. M.), Grace, Jean- 
nette, Pa., Rev. Ralph 8. Weiler, Jean- 
nette, Pa. 
West New York, (9.30 A. M.), Emanuel, 
Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. J. H. Rettig, Buffalo, 
IN Ga Ys 
Chicago (2 P. M.), Zion, Freeport, Ill., 
Rey. Carl M. Grahl, Freeport, Ill. 
Kentucky (7.45 P. M., C. S. T.), First, 
Nashville, Tenn., Rev. Vincent W. Bu- 
cher, Nashville, Tenn. 

FEBRUARY 20: 
Zion’s (9 A. M.), St. Stephen’s, York, 
Pa., Rev. Howard F. Boyer, York, Pa. 
Gettysburg (7.30 P. M.), Christ, Littles- 
town, Pa., Dr. H. H. Hartman, Littles- 
town, Pa. 

FEBRUARY 21: 
Iowa (7.30 P. M.), Grace, Wilton June- 
tion, Ia., Rev. J. M. Newgard, Wilton 
Junction, Iowa. 

FEBRUARY 27: 
East Susquehanna (7.30 P. M.), Christ, 
Lykens, Pa., Rev. W. R. Hartzell, Ly- 
kens, Pa. 


Revs. Purd E. Deitz and G. H. Gebhardt 
of Trinity and First Churches, Phila., ex- 
change pulpits Sunday morning, Feb. 5. 

The Rev. Calvin H. Wingert, Reading, 
has been called to the pastorate of the 
Church of the Ascension, Norristown, Pa., 
to succeed Rev. E. O. Butkofsky. 
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Wyoming Classis had seven congrega- 
tions pay their 1932 Apportionments in 
full. This Classis has one of the most 
active Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittees of the denomination, 

We regret to report that Miss Greta 
Hinkle of the W. M. 8S. has been compelled 
to submit to an operation for appendicitis, 
She is in the Norristown, Pa., Hospital, 
and at last report is making satisfactory 
progress. 

Feb. 12 (Foreign Mission Day in our 
Church) is also Race Relations Sunday. 
Either on that or some other day this im- 
portant subject should receive the prayer- 
ful consideration of our pastors and people. 

“Faithful Stewards” is the title of an 
illustrated lecture on Christian Steward- 
ship. The slides are beautifully colored 
and the lecture is a most interesting one to 
be given to congregations during the an- 
nual Stewardship period. It can be se- 
cured through Dr. A. V. Casselman, Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The “Christian Union Quarterly” for 
January contains a scholarly and inspira- 
tional article on “The Attainment of Im- 
mortality” from the pen of our cherished 
friend, the Rev. Dr. A. 8. Weber, of Balti- 
more. Surely the weight of years has not 
dimmed his incisive thought or his un- 
daunted faith. It is a most rewarding 
document, 

The Men’s Class of St. John’s Reformed 
Church, Bellefonte, Pa., met to organize 
Jan. 20, 1933, at the home of Ralph 
Owens. Election of officers: President, 
Chas. Way; vice-president, Joe Wagner; 
secretary and treasurer, Carl Deitrich; re- 
porters, James Decker, Jr., and Ralph 
Owens. It was decided to meet the 3rd 
Friday evening of every month at the 
chapel. 

The Stewardship Essay and Poster Con- 
test this year is in full swing. The pack- 
ets were ready unusually early and every 
request is being filled the day it is re- 
ceived. More than 2,600 packets for the 
different age groups have already been 
sent. On a single day requests were receiv- 
ed for 490 packets, and these came from 
congregations of 16 Classes of five Synods 
of the Church. 

Philadelphia Classis, at its annual meet- 
ing just held, heard the report of its 
treasurer, Mr. A. Calvin Frantz, that 11 
of the congregations of the Classis paid 
their Apportionment in full in 1932. Sey- 
eral other congregations almost reached 
their goals. Philadelphia Classis had a 
much larger Apportionment than it would 
have had on the membership or per capita 
basis and from that standpoint these con- 
gregations and some of the others more 
than paid their Apportionments in full. 


Eleven congregations of Zion’s Classis 
of Potomac Synod paid their Apportion- 
ments in full during 1932. It is true that 
Zion’s and Mercersburg Classes did not 
ask their congregations to pay quite the 
entire amounts requested by the General 
Synod but with so many congregations 
paying in full and nearly all cf the others 
paying large proportions of their Appor- 
tionments, these two Classes were’ among 
the first six in the denomination in per- 
centages of Apportionments paid last year. 


At the State Convention of the Penn- 
sylvania Council of Churches, held in Grace 
M. E. Church, Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 30-31, 
a number of our pastors and people were 
present. The Convention sermon, on “A 
Dynamic Chureh for a Distressed World,” 
was preached by Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, 
editor of the “Messenger.” Others from 
our Church who took part in the program 
were: Revs. James M. Mullan, D.D., 8. 
Charles Hoover, Dr. Nevin C. Harner, C. A. 
Hauser, D.D., and David Dunn. The eve- 
ning addresses were made by Drs, Ralph 
W. Sockman and Wm. Hiram Foulkes. 


First Church, Tamms, IIl., L. C. Minster- 
man, pastor, at the annual meeting of Jan. 
12, all organizations reported a balance in 
their treasuries. Receipts were slightly 
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REDUCED PRICES 


Reformed Church 


Effective 
Feb. Ist, 1933 


flymnal 


Due to the fact that many con- 
gregations are now in urgent need 
of new Hymnals and since the pres- 
sure of economic conditions has re- 
duced all purchases of church equip- 
ment to a minimum, we find, at the 
close of our fiscal year, a surplus of 
stock on hand which, together with 
other considerations, have caused the 
Board of Christian Education to de- 
cide, in this emergency, to forego part 
of its limited margin of profit on the 
Hymnal and reduce the former prices 
to the following: 


HYMNAL (ONLY) per copy 
—$1.25 less 10% in lots of 25 or 
more. 


HYMNAL WITH RESPON- 
SIVE READINGS per copy— 
$1.50 less 10% in lots of 25 or 
more. 

Corresponding reductions will be 
made in the prices of other units of 
the Hymnal. 

SEND FOR COMPLETE LIST 

OF NEW PRICES. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACE S8T., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


larger, 22 members were added, average 
attendance for the year 82%. Secretary 
pen and pencil sets were presented to W. 
T. VanSickle, elder, and T. O. Dillow, dea- 
con, in recognition of 18 years of faithful 
and efficient service as treasurer and sec- 
retary, respectively. Mrs. Cullum was also 
presented with a gift who, active in all 
organizations, has faithfully and volun- 
tarily served as pianist at all occasions. A 
rising vote extended for his efforts in the 
past year was encouragement to the pas- 
tor. Slide pictures were shown of the 
Reformed Church at Work. Refreshments 
were served by members of the Consistory. 


The Rev. John C. Brumbach was installed 
as the pastor of the Uniontown Charge by 
a committee of East Susquehanna Classis, 
in Zion Union Church (Stone Valley 
Church), Hickory Corner, on Jan. 22, at 
2P.M. A large congregation, representa- 
tive of the 4 congregations of the charge, 
was in attendance and a very impressive 
service marked the occasion. The Com- 
mittee on Installation consisted of Revs. 
H. J. Naftzinger, Walter R. Hartzell, E. 
O. Butkofsky and A. F. Dietz. Owing to 
illness, the latter two were unable to at- 
tend. The address to the congregation, 
therefore, was delivered by the Rev. W. 
R. Hartzell, who spoke very beautifully on 
Rom. 1:7, “Called to be saints.” The 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
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BELLS 
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MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
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charge to the pastor was made by the Rev. 
H. J. Nafzinger, who based his remarks on 
John 6:68, “Thou hast the words of eternal 
life.’ The pastor was formally installed 
by the Rev. Mr. Hartzell. Two inspiring 
anthems were rendered by the choir. Greet- 
ings were brought by the Rev. Mr. Hen- 
ning, Lutheran pastor of an adjoining par- 
ish. The favorite hymn of the new pastor, 
“Blest Be the Tie that Binds,” was very 
feelingly sung by the congregation. The 
Uniontown Charge, with its center at Pil- 
low, Pa., is one of our most desirable rural 
charges, and the splendid spirit manifest 
at the installation service bids fair to add 
every lustre of success to the Rey. and 
Mrs. Brumbach in their new field of en- 
deavor. 


The winter season is one of intense 
activity in the Deep Creek Charge, Rev. 
Herman J. Naftzinger, Hegins, Pa., min- 
ister. A Christmas dawn service was held 
at 6 o’clock in the Hegins Church; this, a 
candlelight service, was the first of its 
kind held for more than six years. The 
play, “Why the Chimes Rang,’ adapted 
from the beautiful story by Raymond 
Alden, was presented by members of the 
Chureh Sehool on Christmas Eve. Christ- 
mas pageants were alse rendered by St. 
John’s and Grace congregations. All the 
offerings were gratifying. Two catecheti- 
eal classes, one at Hegins and one at 
Valley View, are being conducted by the 
pastor this winter. A series of religious- 
educational motion pictures are being 
shown in every Church of the charge be- 
tween now and Easter. The first of the 
series were shown during the week of Jan. 
23, and consisted of films depicting mis- 
sionary work in Africa and India. The 
films are secured from the Motion Picture 
Bureau of the National Council, Y. M. C. 
A. The remainder of the series of pictures 
will be shown during the week of Feb. 20, 
the week of March 20 and the week of 
April 10. The Committee on Religious 
Edueation and Service of the Deep Creek 
Charge, which is directing the presenta- 
tion of the pictures, consists of Prof. J. 
M. Schrope, Wm. A. Stutzman, Harry 
Bush, W. G. Troutman, Wm. R. Stiely, 
and Wm. R. Reed. 


The Consistory of Grace Church, Green- 
castle, Pa., Rev. G. E. Plott, pastor, adopt- 
ed the following minute of appreciation: 
“On last Sunday, Jan. 15, 1933, with the 
induction into office of the newly elected 
officers of the Consistory of Grace Church, 
there came the retirement of Elder M. M. 
Gilland, at his own request, from active 
service in that body. It is with pride and 
appreciation that we refer to the many 
years that Elder Gilland has spent in loyal 
and faithful service of his Master. Years 
ago, he was confirmed in the Reformed 
faith at Heidelberg Church, Marion, Pa. 
In the year 1892 he was elected as a dea- 
con of Heidelberg Church, and in 1897 was 
elected to the office of elder. in which ca- 
pacity he served until he removed from 
the bounds of Heidelberg Church to his 
farm a short distance north of Greencastle, 
in the year 1900; at which time he and 
his family transferred their memberships 
to Grace Church. In this same year, Dec. 
16, Mr. Gilland was elected as an elder in 
the Consistory of this congregation and has 
served in that capacity until his retire- 
ment on last Sunday. Few people have 
had the privilege and the honor that came 
to Elder Gilland in this line of service 
and fewer still have contributed so much 
constructive, consecrated and conscientious 
service to the Church. Being reserved and 
retiring in nature, a man of thought and 
of few words, he proved himself a capable 
leader and wise counsellor. The strength 
of his character and the example of his 
living, inspired respect, admiration and 
affection in the hearts of all who were per- 
mitted to serve with him. The Consistory 
of Grace Church, therefore, desires to ex- 
press to him its appreciation and that of 
the membership of the Church, of the faith- 
ful service he has rendered; and in fur- 
ther appreciation of that service, has un- 


animously elected him elder emeritus and 
it is happy to have him serve in that 
capacity.” 

The Christmas season was one of great 
activity in the Kannapolis, N. C., Charge, 
Rev. L. A. Peeler, pastor. Although the 
weather was very inclement on Christmas 
Day, there was a large congregation at 11 
A. M. at St. John’s to hear the program 
presented by the Kindergarten, Primary 
and Junior Depts. of the 8. S. The White 
Gift service was carried out and the plat- 
form was covered with white; every child 
placed a gift in a large basket on the plat- 
form, later sent to Nazareth Home. At 
6 P. M., the young people presented a 
pageant, and the costumes and setting to- 
gether with the fine presentation made it 


“WALKING AND WORKING 
WITH CHRIST” 


Doubtless, almost every Pastor of 
the Reformed Church uttered a 
prayer of thankfulness, when the 
new Manual of supplementary mate- 
rial for use in Catechetical Classes, 
“Walking and Working with Christ’, 
came from the press. It has been 
produced in answer to a long felt 
and crying sense of need throughout 
the whole Church. The ‘Teacher’s 
Guide” is a valuable adjunct to the 
Manual, for it enables those not so 
familiar with the more recent meth- 
ods in religious education to make 
a new approach to the problems 
of the Church, the Bible, Christ, 
and the Christian life, in the prep- 
aration of children for Church mem- 


bership. It is just what the Church 
needs for the enlightenment of its 


young people and adults. The 
majority of our Catechumens are 
children of Junior High School age. 
For their sakes one wishes that this 
Manual were even simpler and more 
elementary. Perhaps this effort may 
lead to something more suitable for 
children. Even so, there is much 
valuable material, and many sugges- 
tions in this Handbook can be help- 
fully used in the instruction of the 
children, I am planning to use it in 
my Catechetical Classes, and hope 
every other Pastor will do likewise. 
Only thus can the real worth of the 
Manual be tested and its defects be 
eliminated. 


—Blanchard A. Black, D.D. 


a most beautiful service. Both services 
were prepared under direction of Mrs. 
Peeler, assisted by Misses Willette Barger 
and Rosa Lee Cooke. At the evening 
service the annual treat was given the 
School and an offering lifted for Nazareth 
Home. The S. 8. has been reorganized 
for 1933 as follows: Gen. Supt., Everett 
Sloop; Asst., P. E. Correll; Gen. Sec., B. A. 
Fisher; Asst.. Sec. and Treas., Harnest 
Faulkenberry; Supt. of Adult and Y. P.’s 
Division, Chas. Overcash; Asst., Hugh 
Cook; Supt. of Intermediate and Junior 
Dept., N. D. Russell; Asst., Miss Ruth 
Sills; Sec., Robt. Linn; Supt. of Primary 
Dept., Mrs. Peeler; Asst., Mrs. Demia 
Overcash; Supt. of Kindergarten, Mrs. 
Goldia Callicutt; Asst., Mrs. N. D. Russell; 
Sec. of Primary and Kindergarten Depts., 
Miss Rosa L. Cooke. The Christmas sery- 
ice of St. Paul’s, Dec. 24 at 2.30 P. M., 
with pageant under direction of Mrs. Seth 
Bostic and Miss Elsie Deal. The annual 
treat was given; offering for Nazareth 
Home. The Christmas service at Keller 
held Dec. 22, with pageant under direction 
of Miss Sadie Cook and Mrs. Vance Patter- 
son. Annual treat given; offering for 
Nazareth Home. The pastor had been in- 
capacitated for service because of a chronic 
throat trouble, and the pastoral work has 
been done by Mrs. Peeler and the pulpit 
supplied by a number of friends, 


In Zion, Sheboygan, E. H. Wessler, D.D., 
pastor, the annual congregational meeting 
was held Jan. 16. The attendance was en- 
couraging. The reports revealed reasons for 
joy and inspiration. Elder F, A. Rodewald, 
who had served in the office of elder for 
many years and had represented his Church 
often in Classis and Synod sessions, was 
given an unanimous vote of thanks for his 
faithful, loyal, helpful service during the 
many years he served, when the congrega- 
tion yielded to his insistent request to be 
relieved. One of his co-workers spoke of 
him as the “backbone’’ of the Consistory. 
His services as elder will be missed. Zion 
possesses an exceptional amount of good 
material for Consistory men, and the vote 
revealed very close running on the part of 
the candidates. Newly elected officers were 
ordained and installed on Jan. 22. Mr. 
Gustave Helming, a faithful deacon, was 
elevated to the position of elder. Losses 
in membership for the year 1932 through 
death, dismissal and erasure are 22. Gains 
in membership 40, making a net gain of 
18. The membership is now 683. The du- 
plex envelope system was used by the con- 
gregation for the first time last year. The 
results were gratifying. No “Every Mem- 
ber Canvass’ was made, and no weekly 
pledges were asked. The principle—“give 
as God blesses you”’—was used. The 
benevolent receipts were several hundred 
dollars above the Apportionment, so that 
it could be overpaid, and some indebted- 
ness remaining from loans made to pay the 
Sustentation in full a few years ago, be 
paid off. The new system brought receipts, 
so that not only were the current expenses 
met, but also capital items for hymn books, 
Communion set, etc., to the extent of $780. 
The Financial Secretary made the state- 
ment, that it was the first time in the 13 
years of his service as financial secretary, 
that the congregation did not have to bor- 
row money during the year. Each month 
brought the necessary funds for the ex- 
penses. Zion would like to emphasize this 
to the congregations in this section of the 
Church. Try this system. But work it. 
It does not work itself. The New Year 
Communion was held on Jan. 8 and ap- 
proximately 300 communed. A Church see- 
retary began her work for the Church Jan. 
1. The subject of further expansion of the 
Church was discussed at the annual meet- 
ing. The congregation holds a new build- 
ing site, but is keeping in abeyance, for 
the present, definite steps toward a new 
building. Zion suffers a great loss again 
these days in the death of Mr.- Friedley, 
husband of Esther Friedley, a daughter of 
the late G. A. Strasburger. The congre- 
gation is in sorrow. : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE OF 
PHILADELPHIA CLASSIS 


(Here is a report that every Classis should 
hear, heed and inwardly digest.) 


Your Committee begs to submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

“Tell me what a man reads and I will 
tell you what he is”—may be too general 
a statement for our purpose. However, it 
must be confessed that those who read 
diligently the Bible, good books and reli- 
gious literature are the informed, and 
therefore the interested, workers of our 
Church. Especially now is there a crying 
need for the reading of our Church peri- 
odicals. Here is found a denominational 
slant on the Kingdom work that is con- 
ducive to growth; here is found a richness 
that should be shared by the entire Re- 
formed Church. Our problem after all is 
centered in this, “How can we cultivate in 
our people a desire to read, and to read 
worth while literature?” 
of Patmos, was commanded to eat the 
book which the Lord provided. Possibly, 
our solution lies in the conducting, on a 
Classical’ or denominational scale, of a 
Reading Course Project, similar in intent 
and method to that of the W. M. S. With 
this in view, we therefore recommend: 


John, on the isle — 
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1. That the editor and staff of the 
“Reformed Church Messenger” be com- 
mended for their increasingly devoted and 
efficient service to the Church. Here are 
registered the currents of ongoing life in 
the denomination; here is a real stabilizing 
agent; here is the chief promotional me- 
dium for our Classes and all others. Cer- 
tainly, this year we must improve on our 
record of 1932, when only 13 congregations 
of this Classis observed Church Paper Day, 
with a net result of three subscriptions. 
Certainly there is warranted a nobler re- 
sponse than a total subscription list, from 
this Classis, of 520 as compared with 564 
in 1931 and 604 in 1930. 

2. That the symposiums and “round- 
table discussions” be continued in our pa- 
per on a larger scale and that bibliogra- 
phies be suggested as a means of stimulat- 
ing a larger response. 

3. That the Board of Christian Education 
be commended for their publication of such 
profitable aids as “Religion in the Home” 
and the new “Catechetical Manual.” This 
Board is sensing the need in literature and 
is meeting it. They deserve the patronage 
of every congregation. 

4, That the Executive Committee of 
General Synod be commended for their 
literature on Stewardship and the Every 
Member Canvass, far more profitable than 
that supplied by various envelope com- 
panies, in that it is adapted to the Reform- 
ed Church and her program. 

5. That Church Paper Day be observed 
by all our congregations. 

6. That pastors in their sermons suggest 
for Church members reading certain defi- 
nite books, articles in Church papers, ete., 
which are conducive to Christian living. 

7. That consistories be urged to provide 
more Christian literature for the congrega- 
tion’s use. 

8. That pastors be urged to submit for 
publication to the editors of our several 
periodicals the results of their own cre- 
ative thinking; and that they be encour- 
aged to report their various successes and 
methods for the benefit of others, instead 
of modestly withholding the same. 

9. That the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion be urged to consider a denominational 
reading course project, with the view of 
increasing interest in the Kingdom move- 
ment. 

10. That this Classis approve the intent 
and purpose of a bill about to be intro- 
duced to the House of Representatives and 
Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, providing for the registration of 
magazines and periodicals, with the view 
to prohibiting the sale, distribution and 
circulation of magazines and periodicals 
containing indecent, lewd obscene, lascivi- 
ous or filthy articles and illustrations. 


Respectfully submittted, — 
James W. Bright, Chairman. 


SOME 1932 APPORTIONMENTS 


Soon after the accounts of the Boards of 
Home Missions and Foreign Missions had 
closed on Jan. 7 for the year 1932, remit- 
tances were received from a number of 
Classes with the statements that these were 
sums contributed for the 1932 Apportion- 
ment. Other amounts followed and other 
checks came until Jan. 23 from a total of 
17 Classes, in some instances requesting 
that credit be given on the 1932 Apportion- 
ments. 

A few of these amounts are: 


Home Foreign 
Classis Missions Missions 
Southwest Ohio .. $1,393.00 $1,415.00 
Goshenhoppen .... 874.61 730.75 
Northwest Ohio .. 1,390.77 1,412.10 
POS CUNO Wateverevele tvs 801.41 797.32 
Northeast Ohio 650.00 700.00 
TBAT ba VE: Val Oe rere Janene 326.13 
TP ONT GHCONI" oi. ib, 2x01 199.47 772.02 
VATE Ne Deano 132.00 123.10 
Philadelphia ..... 903.00 916.00 
Milwaukee ....... ate ate 257.38 
Indianapolis ..... 482.05 489.05 
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Although it is obvious that all of this 
money was contributed during 19382 and 
was intended for the 1932 Apportionments, 
and much more 1932 Apportionment money 
will be received by the Boards during the 
next few weeks and months, it is impos- 
sible to include these as receipts on the 
1932 Apportionments. On the other hand, 
it is hardly fair to regard these as pay- 
ments on the 1933 Apportionments. 


William E. Lampe. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


We regret very much to be obliged to 
report the death of Mrs. Harry J. Lerch, 
who was a member of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Home. After a brief illness 
she passed away at her late home at 
Allentown. Funeral services were con- 
ducted on Saturday, Jan. 21. Mrs. Lerch 
had become a Trustee prior to the time 
the Home was transferred to the Eastern 
Synod. She was much interested in the 
work of the Home and proved herself 
very valuable as a Trustee. 

She was a member of the furniture com- 
mittee, and during recent months, when 
the time had come to select and purchase 
the furniture for the new building, she 
gave valuable assistance. When the order 
had been placed for the furniture she de- 
cided to pay for the furniture to be placed 
into the east sun parlor on the second 
floor. It was very evident that this act 
yielded her much pleasure. Strangely on 
the day of her death, the furniture for 
that room was delivered at the Home and 
we regret that she was not able to see it 
there. In dealing with the affairs of the 
Home she displayed rare good judgment 
and a splendid benevolent spirit. Through 
her departure the Home has lost a warm 
friend. 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


By Herbert W. Horwill 


London, England.—The leaders of the 
anti-gambling movement are much grati- 
fied by a recent judgment of the High 
Court, which declares that the use of the 
totalisator (commonly called the “tote”) is 
illegal except in connection with horse 
races, and there only under the conditions 
defined in the Betting Act of 1928. This 
decision deals a death blow at the use of 
the tote on greyhound racetracks or in tote 
clubs. It thus upholds the interpretation 
of the law which was put forward by the 
Christian Social Council in presenting its 
evidence before the Royal Commission. 
The tote club is a new form of gambling 
which has come into existence since dog- 
racing became popular. Its dues are usu- 
ally not more than a shilling a year, so 
that the poorest persons are able to become 
members, Either a tote machine is in- 
stalled on the premises or the club is 
in telephonic touch with a central machine. 
As this institution is ostensibly not a 
public-house but a social club, it is entitled 
to sell liquor in any quantity on registering 
and paying a five-shilling fee, and the po- 
lice have no right of entry or control. It 
is said that there has never been a new 
extension of gambling which has been so 
little regarded and so swift in its growth, 
for the whole history of the tote clubs in 
London is covered by the last six or eight 
months. Such an immense amount of 
money is at stake that every available 
means will doubtless be adopted to cireum- 
vent the High Court’s judgment, but the 
fact of its decision has given great en- 
couragement to those who are anxious to 
cheek this demoralizing practice. 

G. B. Shaw as Theologian.—Bernard 
Shaw’s new book, “The Adventures of the 
Black Girl in Seareh of God,” has come in 
for severe criticism, which has by no 
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means been confined to the religious press. 
Robert Lynd, the literary editor of the 
“News-Chronicle”, describes it as a curious 
mixture of seriousness and slapstick, and 
says that, while Mr. Shaw’s purpose is a 
lofty one, some impishness in his nature or 
some lacuna in his imagination has pre- 
vented him from achieving it. According 
to Dr. J. A. Hutton, in the “British Week- 
ly”, Mr. Shaw on St. Paul is as blind as a 
bat, and his insight into what the human 
heart has made of the Passion of Christ is 
so perverse and external as to suggest some 
congenital defect in his otherwise so vari- 
ously endowed personality. R. Ellis Rob- 
erts, in the “Guardian”, declares that Mr. 
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Shaw writes on religion and theology with 
an ignorance he would be the first to chas- 
tise in anyone who so wrote of economics, 


or the physical sciences, or medicine, or 
politics, or art. And the Rev. A. E. Whit- 
ham, in the “Methodist Recorder’, con- 


cludes a seathing analysis of the book in 
these words: “I turn from this hurried sto- 
ry, dashed off by Shaw when travelling in 
sunny lands last winter, to my massive pa- 
tient studies in Christian philosophy and 
theology, not only to get the relief of tidy 


thinking, but to recover the elements of 
true thinking, the respectful acknowledge- 
ment of facts, and an adequate sense of 
the problem.” 


Notes and News.—The Bishop of Bir- 
mingham (Dr. Barnes) intends to have in 
his diocese no official celebrations of the 
centenary of the Oxford Movement. In 
his opinion the Chureh of England would 


today be better fitted to give religious 
guidance to the English people if that 
movement had never taken place. 

Prof. John Garstang is leading a new ex- 


pedition to explore the 3,000-year-old ruins 
of Herod’s winter palace in Jericho. He 
is accompanied by another distinguished 
archaeologist, Dr. Linton Smith, Bishop of 
Rochester, who 20 years ago took part in 
the search for Hitite origins in Asia 
Minor. . At Penge Congregational 
Church, on a recent Sunday evening, in- 
stead of the usual sermon, three laymen— 
an electrical engineer, an advertising 
agent, and a book publisher—gave reasons 
why they go to Church. ... The Cathedral 
Commissioners, in their latest report, de- 
plore the financial embarrassments of most 
of the cathedrals. They fear that, unless 
remedial measures are applied, the stand- 
ard of cathedral services will decline, and 
the tradition of English Chureh musie will 
no longer be maintained. ... The Dean 
of Chester is about to install a cafeteria 
in the undereroft for the benefit of visi- 
tors and for the modest profit of the ¢ca- 
thedral. . . When the members of the 
Indian Mission of Fellowship were re- 
ceived at Buckingham Palace, the King’s 
conversation with them was mainly on the 
question of Christian courtesies to Indian 
students in London. ... The Rev. George 
Patterson, who has just died at the age 
of 81, was secretary of the Christian Lit- 


erature Society for India from 1895 until 
last year. He rendered valuable service in 
1884, while a professor at the Madras 
Christian College, by exposing the fraudu- 
lent character of many of Mme. Blavat- 
sky’s “phenomena”. . . . Twenty English 
bishops have issued a call to prayer in be- 
half of the proposed Church union in 
South India. 

Obiter Dicta.—The rightful place of 
Jesus Christ, says the Rev. John Adam 
Gray, is not the front seat but the throne. 
: . According to the Rev. Lewis Mace- 
lachlan, differences of opinion among very 
conscientious and sincere people are not, 
rightly considered, a hindrance to fellow- 
ship at all, but actually a help to it. For 
true fellowship, being not monotony but 
harmony, can only arise out of differences. 
... “I know (I think) all the great ob- 
jections to prayer,” says Dr. T. R. Glover; 
“T have thought of a good many of them 
myself; but I cannot resist the conviction 
that a better type of character is formed 
by the habit of Christian prayer than by 
anything else known to me.” ... Arthur 
A. Richards, a well-known Methodist mis- 
sioner, finds that the emphasis of modern 


evangelism is shifting from the appeal to 


the challenge. . . . What the hour ealls 
for, declares Principal Garvie, is not 
prayer that God shall send the harvest of 
wheat for the tares that men have been 
sowing, but prayer that God may make 
them intelligent enough to distinguish 
wheat from tares, and moral enough to 
sow the wheat and not the tares.... 
Dr. Nicol Macnicol reminds us that faith 
in God is not endurance but purpose and 
achievement. There is a new world al- 
ways to be made. 


New Books in England.— ‘Christianity 
and Philosophy” (Clark), by Dr. D. Miall 
Edwards, has been deseribed as theology 
made readable. ... “Christ in the Chang- 
ing World” (Hodder) is a eollection of 
broadcast addresses by Canon Guy Rog- 
ers, Principal Micklem, Dr. T. R. Glover, 
and others. The Rev. B. C. Plow- 
right’s “For Groupers Only” (Allenson) is 
the latest criticism of the Oxford Group 
Movement. . . . An account of a signifi- 
cant reform movement within Mohammed- 
anism is given by Charles C. Adams in 
“Tslam and Modernism in Egypt” (Oxford 
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Press.) ... “The Way of Discipleship” (Ep- 
worth Press), by the Rev. Harry Bisseker, 
is an admirable example of sermons 
preached in a school chapel. ... “In Club- 
land” (Epworth Press) James Butterworth 
tells how an empty and tumbledown chureh 
in a congested district of London has been 
transformed into a place of beauty and a 
centre of successful social work among the 
young. ... The Religious Tract Society is 
publishing at a penny a series of short bi- 
ography of religious leaders, ranging from 
the Venerable Bede to Kagawa. They are 


of a size small enough to go into an ordi- 


nary envelope. ... The Rev. BR. Birch 
Hoyle, writing in the “Bookman”, says 
that the best books on religion appearing 
in 1932 have sprung from the influence of 
Baron von Hugel, Rudolf Otto, A. N. 
Whitehead, John Oman, and Karl Barth. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE BLESSINGS OF THE GULF 
STREAM 


Text, Genesis 49:25, “Blessings of the 
deep.” 

One of the greatest blessings enjoyed by 
the people of the British Islands and west- 
ern Europe is brought to them by the Gulf 
Stream. If this warmth-bringing current 
were somehow stopped or turned elsewhere 
in its course, the effect upon these regions 
would be chilling and depressing. 

Although the latitude of England is con- 
siderably higher than that of the New 
England states, being about the same as 
that of Newfoundland, the climate of the 
British Islands compares favorably with 
that of the New England states. The 
blessings which the Gulf Stream has 
brought to these islands cannot be esti- 
mated in pounds sterling nor in dollars and 
cents. 

yulf Stream is the name given to the 
ocean current which comes from the Gulf 
of Mexico and flows near the eastern coast 


of North America, separated from it by 
a narrow strip of cold water, known as 
the “cold wall,” and proceeds to a point 
off the south-east of Newfoundland. Going 
eastward across the Atlantic Ocean it sep- 
arates into two branches, one going south- 
ward along the north-west coast of Africa, 
and the other turning northward, passing 
to the west of the British Islands, and 
going towards Iceland and the Arctic 
Ocean. 


The Gulf Stream is the largest and most 
rapidly moving of all the ocean currents. 
It comes into the Carribean Sea and passes 
through the Gulf of Mexico, and, following 
the line of least resistance, makes its 
escape back into the Atlantic Ocean 
through the narrow passage between Flor- 
ida and Cuba. There it becomes concen- 
trated, like water in the nozzle of a hose, 
and its velocity is much increased. Within 
the Gulf of Mexico its speed is only about 
a quarter of a mile an hour, its width 
ninety miles, and its depth about six thou- 
sand feet, which is considerably over a 
mile. When it emerges into the Atlantic 
Ocean, between Florida and Cuba, its width 
has narrowed down to fifty miles and its 
depth is less than half a mile. Its speed 
is now sixteen times as fast as before, 
flowing four miles an hour, which is its 


greatest velocity during its whole course. 


Soon after escaping from the narrow pas- 
sageway, it becomes wider and deeper 
again, and its rate of speed is much slower, 
only about ten to fifteen miles a day. 


The Gulf Stream is warm because it is 
composed of water coming from the 
Tropics, where the hot rays of the sun 
pour directly down and heat the upper 
layers of the sea. It is said that the Gulf 
Stream carries so much heat that if it were 
concentrated at one point it would melt a 
mountain of iron into a river as mighty 
as the Mississippi. 

It is the warming and cheering effect of 
the Gulf Stream whieh makes it such a 
great source of blessing and power for 
good to the countries which enjoy its near- 
ness to their coasts. An Oxford scholar, 
who has written much about Europe, re- 
fers to the fact that the waters of the 
north Atlantic Ocean are exceptionally 
warm, especially on the European side of 
the ocean. These warm temperatures in- 
crease evaporation, filling the atmosphere 
with a large amount of water-vapor, which 
is carried inland by the winds and causes 
a great deal of rainfall. These winds 
also carry a large amount of warmth to 
the countries of Europe and the British 


Islands and make conditions favorable for 


. 
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agriculture, upon which the health and life 
of the inhabitants depend. It is therefore 
a well-established scientific fact that the 
Gulf Stream is the source and agent of 
many blessings to countries which would 
otherwise be more bleak and barren. 

The Gulf Stream and its blessings ought 
to be a great incentive to all of us in seck- 
ing to bring cheer and comfort wherever 
we go, making our lives a blessing to our 
fellowmen. Cheerfulness is an art which 
may be cultivated by everyone until it be- 
comes a permanent characteristic. 

Today is known in many communities as 
“Groundhog Day,” and a number of per- 
sons believe that an early or a late spring 
is dependent upon whether the groundhog 
sees his shadow of not. You know that 
without light there can be no shadow. If 
you keep your face to the sunshine, the 
shadows will always fall behind you, and 
your face will reflect the light which will 
cheer others. 

A certain writer tells the following little 
story: “For many months past I have 
bought my daily paper from a little news- 
boy who stands on a busy corner of one 
of the principal streets of our city. He is 
small and thin and ragged. His home is 
an old box or barrel or doorway—any place 
he can find to sleep. More than that, he 
is a cripple. But in rain or shine, in cold 
weather or in warm, he wears a happy 
smile and his greeting as he hands out 
his paper is enough to cheer the saddest 
of hearts. His is an art that many a suc- 
cessful man would give thousands of dol- 
lars to possess, but is not willing to seek 
for himself. It is the art of being glad.” 

You have doubtless heard of that other 
newsboy who stood near a subway entrance 
with his large package of papers. It was 
a damp and chilly morning, and the boy 
was poorly clad. A number of persons 
bought papers and went their way, but 
took little notice of the boy. A _ well- 
dressed man stepped up and asked for a 
paper with a bright smile and a cheery, 
“Good morning.” The man asked, “Aren’t 
you cold on this chilly morning?” The 
newsboy replied cheerfully, “I was until 
you came along.” That man was like the 
Gulf Stream, carrying cheer and comfort 
with him as he went along. 

“You don’t get much sunshine in here, do 
you?” said a gentle old lady as she entered 
the elevator in a large department store. 
“Only what folks like you bring in, 
ma’am,” answered the elevator man in a 
courteous tone. “Some folks carry enough 
sunshine ’round with ’em to light others 
up a bit.” Here was another Gulf Stream 
Christian! It takes little effort to speak 
a cheerful word to some one whose lot is 
harder than ours, but how often it warms 
the heart and brightens the face of the 
one to whom we bring it. 

One of the names which Jesus gave to 
His followers was “sons of the bridecham- 
ber,” by which He meant that they ought 
to be cheerful and happy and not sad and 
gloomy. “A glum Christian is a poor rep- 
resentative of the glorious Christ.” The 
Christian religion is a cheerful and joyful 
religion. Persons who travel a great deal 
all over the world tell us that the devotees 
of the heathen religions have sad and 
troubled faces because there is nothing 
cheerful and hopeful in their religions. In 
Jesus’ day religion in Palestine had be- 
come so serious and solemn that it was 
actually depressing. Religious men cast a 
shadow wherever they went. Jesus brought 
to the world a new type of religion. He 
radiated sunshine, and brought cheer and 
comfort and health and healing wherever 
He went. He wants His followers to light 
up the world by their joy and gladness. 


A little girl was eating her dinner one 
day when the sunlight fell on her spoon. 
“Oh, mamma,” she cried, “I have swallow- 
ed a whole spoonful of sunshine.” That is 
what the Gulf Stream does. It swallows 
tons of sunshine in the Tropics and carries 
it to the northern countries to bring them 
warmth and fruitfulness. God wants to 
use you in a similar way. When you come 
near an optimist you swallow the sunshine 
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that radiates from him. When you carry 
the Spirit of Christ in your heart you will 
radiate sunshine and cheer wherever you 
go and will be a blessing to others. 


VICTORIOUS KING SMILE 


King Scowl sat on his leaden throne 
Beside his wife, Queen Frown; 
His face was black and thundering, 
His mouth turned sharply down. 


His pages, Cross and Discontent, 
Her Ladies, Whine and Fret; 

And Lords of Rage and Quarrel—why 
They might be reigning yet, 


Had not King Smile, from Pleasant Land, 
Queen Laughter and her train 

Of Ladies Gay and Ever Bright 
Made war on Scowl’s domain. 

For then, Lord Happy and Content, 
With pages Joy and Glee 

A whipping gave Scowl, Court and Queen, 
And caused them all to flee. 


Katherine N. Birdsall. 


MANY SHALL COME 


A Story By 
Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


(Continued from last week) 


Ix. 


Tertia and Marcus were leaving early to 
reach Jerusalem at the opening of the 
gates, so as to be at the palace before the 
governor and his wife arose. It was the 
fourth day after the death of Lazarus. 

As they stepped out of the door into the 
cold grey dawn where the slaves waited 
with Tertia’s litter and a soldier holding 
the centurion’s horse, a dim figure, swing- 
ing a lighted lantern, paused opposite them, 
and spoke a greeting. It was John the 
disciple. 

“The Master is come!” he said. “I am 
going to take Mary and Martha to Him.” 

Tertia made a pitying sound in her 
throat. “Oh, I am sorry,’ she exclaimed. 
“He has come too late. Lazarus is dead!” 

“He knows that,” said John. 

“He was long in coming,” said Marcus, 
with a touch of severity. 

“We were four days’ journey away,” an- 
swered John, “and we tarried two days 
after Mary Magdalene brought us the 
news. The Master did not start until He 
knew that Lazarus was dead.” 

He bowed and turned away, and Marcus 
and Tertia could not spare time to ques- 
tion him about this last strange bit of 
news. 

All day, in the pauses of her duty, Ter- 
tia thought of Mary. Her heart shared 
the grief of her little friend in the knowl- 
edge that the Master had come too late— 
in the worse knowledge, that He had wast- 
ed two precious days, balancing His own 
danger with His friend’s life. This was 
the lowest point to which Tertia’s opinion 
of Jesus ever fell. 

* * * 


That night, as they rode home, they 
heard the sounds of merry music, and ex- 
cited Jewish voices keyed to the wildest 
notes of rejoicing, before they reached the 
village. 

“How unkind of the neighbors,” cried 
Tertia. “I would not have thought anyone 
in Bethany cared so little for those chil- 
dren.” 

As they entered the town, their disap- 
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proval was turned to bewilderment as they 
saw lights streaming from the house of 
Lazarus, and realized that the merrymak- 
ing centered about that place of mourning. 
All the people of Bethany, and many from 
Jerusalem and the neighboring villages, 
seemed pressing about the doorway. As the 
Romans paused, amazed, the door opened, 
and John came out upon the steps. 

“John!” cried Marcus, forcing his horse 
through the crowd. 

“Hail, Caelius!” replied the Roman with 
a note of exultation in his voice. 

The mob, now recognizing the newcom- 
ers, made room for them and they drew 
near the door. 

“What is the meaning of this?” cried 
Marcus, 

“Wait!” replied John. “You shall see.” 

He re-entered the house, and returned 
with another man. The light was behind 
them, and for a moment, neither Tertia nor 
Marcus comprehended. Then John snatch- 
ed a torch from a bystander, and held it 
before the face of his companion. 

In that face, whose lips were parted in 
a half-smile, and whose deep black eyes 
were filled with unearthly awe, they recog- 
nized that Lazarus who had died four 
days ago. 


x. 
Jesus returned to the wilderness as quick- 
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ly as might be. The priestly element was 
now agreed with the Levites in their ani- 
mosity towards the Teacher. Pharisee and 
Sadducee, usually irreconcilable, made com- 
mon cause of their grudge. The sanhedrin 
had condemned Him almost unanimously, 
for Nicodemus dared risk no further pro- 


tests, and it was known that a reward was 
offered to anyone who could suggest a plan 
whereby the Master might be taken at a 
time when He was not surrounded by ex- 
cited crowds. There was no desire to 
arouse the fury of the mob; and consider- 
ing the few moments which the Master 
could spend in privacy with His twelve, 
the very fact that He wished to be private, 
compelled those twelve to keep strictly 
secret His places of retirement. 

The neighborhood of Jerusalem, there- 
fore, was not a healthy one for Jesus of 
Nazareth. Yet as the season of the Pass- 
over drew near, the rumor spread that 
Jesus would come down for the feast. 

Ineredulity battled with belief, until 
more certain word was brought that He 
had reached Jericho, and gossiping tongues 
were set clacking with the news that He 
had spent the night with one of the most 
notoriously extortionate publicans of the 
place. “A God,” sneered the scribes, “en- 
tertained by a sinner.” 

The Sabbath before the feast, Marcus 
and Tertia, riding into the village, guessed 
at once that Jesus was there by the throngs 
in the streets and the murmur of excite- 
ment that seemed to rise from every hovel. 


(To be Continued) 


OLD ENGLISH 


Sue: “How would you say in Shake- 
spearean English, ‘Here comes a bow-leg- 
ged man’?” 

Lou: “Behold! Aha! What 
see walking in parentheses?” 


is this I 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


A HOME OR JUST A HOUSE? 
Lillie M. Saunders 


“June,” said Mrs. Dennis sharply to 
her fifteen-year-old daughter, “I told you 
to put the salt and pepper shakers and 
the creamer and sugar bowl on the buffet. 
Now do it.” 

“But, Mother,” protested the girl, “they 
make it look so mussy and old-fashioned. 
Can’t I put them in the cupboard, please?” 

“No, you can’t. I want them on the 
buffet, and I’m going to have them there. 
This is my house and I’m boss here, yet 
awhile.” 

“All right, Mother,” said June, flushing 
with embarrassment at being spoken to so 
sharply before Mrs. Drake, a caller whom 
she liked very much. She left the room as 
quickly as possible after her evening task 
of drying the dinner dishes was finished. 

When she was out of hearing, her 
mother, still busy with the evening work, 
said to her friend, “June has reached the 
age when young people now-a-days want 
to run everything. I don’t propose to be 
bossed by my own daughter as’ some 
mothers that I’ve seen are. I insist on 
buying her clothes, too. She doesn’t al- 
ways like them, but she can wear them or 
do without.” 

Mrs. Drake hesitated, then said, “Since 
you have opened the subject, would you 
care to know what I think?” 

“Why, yes,” replied Mrs. Dennis. 

“Very well, then, I think you are mak- 
ing a mistake. June should be made to 
feel that this is her home, too. She has 
seen how things are done in the homes 
of her little friends whose mothers follow 
modern practices and she has learned at 
school the accepted way of doing things. 
She knows it is considered old-fashioned 
to have the buffet loaded down, however 
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pretty the silver may be. Now is the time 
when she is supposed to be in training for 
home-making. She is a sensible girl with 
good taste and judgment. Should she not 
be allowed to exercise it? Should she not 
be allowed to choose her own clothes, too, 
or part of them at least, and to go with 
you when you are buying the others?” 

“But she isn’t old enough, yet, to know 
what is best for her to have in the way 
of clothing,” protested Mrs. Dennis. 

“Well, perhaps she could not yet buy her 
coats, best dresses and shoes, alone, but 
she most certainly should be allowed to 
help choose them. She has to wear them, 
you know. You will be surprised at the 
taste and judgment she will show. Any- 
way, can she learn without practice? And 
how,” continued the defender, “can you 
expect her to take an interest in things 
in the home if you keep telling her it is 
yours? If you were in her place would 
you not feel almost like a homeless in- 
truder? 

“T have noticed that boys and girls 
who are constantly reminded of the fact 
that the home in which they live belongs 
to their parents, leave it just as quickly 
as they possibly can for what they hope 
will be a home of their own. This often 
results in unsatisfactory early marriages, 
many of which end in the divorce court. 
If young people are made to feel that the 
house in which they live belongs in part 
to them while it is their home, they are 
not going to leave it without thoughtful 
consideration.” 

Mrs. Dennis was silent a moment, then 
said, “Thank you. I will think this over.” 


“The kindergarten forms an important 
link between the home and the school, 
whereby the child is initiated into the 
complex organization of school life with- 
out stress or strain.”—M. C. Potter, Super- 
intendent, Milwaukee Public Schools, Wis- 
consin. 


If there is no kindergarten for the little 
children of your community write to the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 West 
Fortieth Street, New York, for advice and 
literature. 


An editor, in commenting upon the fact 
that newspapers sometimes make mistakes 
in their columns, says he made some in his 
last issue and a good subscriber told him 
all about it. He goes on to relate that the 
same day there was a letter in his post 
office box that did not belong to him; he 
called for No. 98 on the ’phone and got 
198; he asked for a spool of number fifty 
thread and got number sixty; he got his 
milk bill and there was a mistake of ten 
cents in his favor; he felt sick and the 
doctor said he was eating too much meat 
when he hadn’t tasted meat for two 
months; the garage man said the jitney 
was missing because it needed a new timer 
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and he cleaned a spark plug, and it has 

run fine ever since. Yes, newspapers make 

mistakes—and so do other people. 
Churchman, 


| Birthday Greetings | 
eee 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Have you ever seen a Putz? Many 
homes here in Bethlehem have them and 
they are worth coming many miles to see. 
Even boys and girls have them and spend 
long hours arranging them. They are always 
put up at Christmas time and tell the 
story of the birth of Jesus—a very old 
and wondrous custom. The very first one 
I saw here, belongs to a boy who’s just 
the age of some of us—13. His Putz fills 
every inch of his aunt’s parlor except a 
narrow aisle for the visitors. As soon as 
all the visitors enter, Kermit turns off all 
the lights. Out of the darkness, then, and 
the stillness, we hear his voice, telling slow- 
ly and reverently, the Christmas story. 
Tiny electric lights are turned on then, 
and we see the shepherds watching over 
their flocks. An angel appears, and the 
Star. And as a chorus of angels appears 
in the blue sky, it seems almost as if we 
can hear them sing. We see the Wise Men 
bearing gifts, guided by the Star. There 
is a picture too, of the Holy Family, but 
the most sacred part of the whole Putz 
is the Manger, with figures even smaller 
than the shepherds-and the Wise Men, 
showing Mary and Joseph and the Babe. 
And while we gaze upon it, Kermit plays 
“Holy Night” on his victrola. And all the 
while he reads the Christmas Story slowly 
and so clearly that we can understand 
each word. Kermit Blose’s aunt, Mrs. 
Ritter, told me that he earned the Putz 
himself—each little figure, the blue of the — 
sky and the silvery stars, and all the 
lighting effects. She told me too, how 
she’d find him often, flat on the parlor 
floor, pouring over his Bible, planning how 
to arrange his Putz so that it follows 
closely the words he reads. Kermit’s in 
Junior high school and likes everything 
but Arithmetic. He wants to go on to 
college, working his way, and then to the 
Seminary, to prepare to preach to others, 
the story of the Birth of Jesus. He recites 
too, and lodges and Churches often invite 
him to speak. He was on the program the 
night our Calvary folks gave a reception 
to us. Nor is he afraid to “speakpieces,” 
for he began when he was only 6 years old. 
So, when you journey over Bethlehem-way, 
do plan to stop at 49 Hast Ettwein Street, 
and let Kermit show you his Putz and tell 
its wondrous story. So here’s Putz greet- 
ings to all my boys and girls who like to 
share their most sacred treasures with 
others. P. S. A total of 526 persons saw 
Kermit’s Putz last year! 
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Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — CURTAILED WORDS, 


No. 30 
Manna—Mann—man—ma 
Spare—Spar—Spa 


Market—Mark—mar 

- Soothe—sooth—soot—so 
Ratel—rate—rat—Ra 
Malta—malt—mal—ma 


SOIOWIN SES ES te 


BEHEAD THE MISSING WORDS, No. 22 


1. He was the leader of the tribe, 
an acknowledged of great 

2. She wore a large as she stood 
by the and a cookie. 

3. It was the Norse god who made 
a great as he went to the 
palace. 

4, On an bound ship he stood 


on the vessel, his countenance 


quite as he watched a 
alight. 
5. They finally him when they 


him their cottage and 
their conscience. 


6. The plug failed to respond as 
he stalled in the with his hard 
worn é 


A. M.S. 


BOY WANTED 


Employer (to new office boy): “Has the 
eashier told you what you have to do in 
the afternoon?” 

New Boy: “Yes, sir; I was to wake him 
up when I saw you coming.” 


FALLING IN LOVE WITH JESUS 


(Written for the ‘Messenger’ by R. A. 
Vosburgh, teacher of the Brotherhood 
Class, First Reformed Church, 
Easton, Pa.) 


Early one morning a company of horse- 
men left Jerusalem on what they believed 
to be a service to Jehovah, their God. At 
the head of this company was a young man 
of high social and religious standing; a 
man whose father had for some service 
been honored by the Roman Empire with 
citizenship. Thus, this man was a free 
born Roman Citizen. Of himself, he said, 
I am a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and a 
Pharisee of the Pharisees, born in the city 
of Tarsus, the capital city of Celicia; he 
had come to Jerusalem to pursue further 
his studies under the great Hebrew teacher, 
Gamaliel. In Jerusalem he had found fa- 
vor with the Sanhedrin. It was from this 
body that he received letters to bring cer- 
tain men: and women from the city of 
Damascus, bound for trial before the San- 
hedrin. 

Here was a young man with all of life’s 
equipment—family, wealth, education, fa- 
vorably situated among friends, and in an 
environment which the world would say 
made for success. 

On the journey to Damascus everything 
went well until they neared the city, when 
a bright light, brighter than the Syrian 
sun on the silver sand, shown upon him, 
and he fell from this horse to the ground. 
Hearing a voice, he inquired, “Lord, who is 
it?” The voice answered, “I am Jesus, 
whom thou persecutest. It is hard for 
thee to kick against the goads.” And 
thus, this young man fell in love with 
Jesus. 

What did it mean? What was its im- 
port? What did this falling in love bring 
him? 

First of all, falling in love with Jesus 
means a changed life; everything is chang- 
ed. It is somewhat the same as a young 
man falling in love with the young woman 
of his choice. At every opportunity, where 
do you find the young man? With the 
object of his affection. For whom does he 
work and for what purpose? To make her 
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He does everything in his power to de- 
serve her approbation and approval of his 
life, that when united in marriage their 
lives might be lived as one. That is just 
what happened to Saul of Tarsus, who ex- 
claimed, “for me to live is Christ.” 

What was its import? It meant a life 
of service in which the object of his af- 
fection received honor and glory; it meant 
a life of sacrifice of those things which 
the world deems necessary to a life of hap- 
piness; if necessary, the loss of home, of 
friends, of wealth, of social position, of 
political advantages, everything which this 
world has to offer as an inducement to 
keep one from fellowship with the Spirit 
of Christ. It meant for Saul of Tarsus 
hardships of divers kinds—shipwreck, im- 
prisonment, beatings, scourgings, stonings, 
yea, even death! 

What did this falling in love with Jesus 
bring him? 

New opportunities for service in the 
Kingdom of God; an honored position 
among the followers of Christ through all 
the world’s history since his day; an as- 
surance of everlasting life with Him whom 
he loved. Saul of Tarsus could write to 
his beloved son in the Lord, Timothy, near 
the close of his life, “For I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith; henceforth, there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me 
at that day; and not to me only, but unto 
them also that love His appearing.” (II 
Timothy, 4:6-8). 

It’s a glorious thing to fall in love with 
Jesus, even in the Twentieth Century. It 
makes life worth while; it helps one over 
the rough places in the journey; it is an 
unfailing source of supply through dark 
depressions. Yes, falling in love with 
Jesus is worth while. Have you fallen in 
love with Jesus? As the old Huguenot 
hymn beautifully phrased it, so may we 
also be able to say from the heart: 


'“He knows how much I love Him, 

He knows I love Him well, 

But with what love He loveth me, 
My tongue can never tell; 

It is an everlasting love, 
An ever rich supply; 

And so we love each other, 
My Lord and I.” 


Has anyone heard any report regarding 
A REDUCTION IN THE WAGES OF 
SIN? 


Landlord: “What is the complaint?” 

Tenant: “The bathroom faucet won’t 
run. Would you mind having the hole in 
the roof shifted over the tub?” 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 6-12 


Memory Verse: Herein is My Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so 
shall ye be My disciples. John 15:8. 

Memory Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind” (366). 

Theme: Jesus Teaching by Parables. 


Monday—Parable of the Sower 
Mark 4:1-9 

For two weeks our attention will be 
directed to the teaching of Jesus by par- 
ables. Parables were in use among the 
Jews and from the gospels we learn that 
the parable was the favorite form of in- 
struction with Jesus. The Standard Dic- 
tionary gives this definition: “A parable 
is a brief narrative or descriptive alle- 
gory, founded on real scenes or events such 
as oecur in nature and human life and 


happy; to try and gratify her every whim.usually with a moral or religious applica- 


MESSENGER 17 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 


and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists, 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


Your CHURCH, SOCIETY or SCHOOL 


NEEDS MONEY 


Sell finest Chocolate covered 5 cent bars and 
earn money quickly. Twenty varieties. Pay 
for bars in 30 days. Offer not good in South 
or West. For full information write 

L. E. AUSTIN 
760 West End Ave. New York City 


tion.” Jesus’ parables are masterpieces. 
His purpose no doubt was to make His 
message clearer and to fix the religious 
truth in the memory. This purpose was 
accomplished with the honest seekers. The 
parable of the sower is a description of a 
common scene in the life of a farmer. It 
illustrates the different reception that is 
given by various classes of hearers to the 
Word of God and explains why there are 
such different issues and results in life. 

Prayer: Blessed Jesus, Thou art the 
Master Teacher. We would enter Thy 
school, sit at Thy feet and learn of Thee. 
Give us receptive hearts and minds and 
make us willing to carry out Thy precepts. 
Amen, 


Tuesday—Meaning of the Parable 
Mark 4:10-20 

The story of the sower is really the story 
of Jesus Himself. He sowed the seed in 
His teaching and His words met with very 
different reception. Some listened and un- 
derstood nothing of the deeper, spiritual 
meaning; others listened, kept the words 
in their hearts, meditated upon them and 
permitted the truth to lay hold of them 
and mould their lives and direct their con- 
duct. There are different types of soil— 
the wayside, the shallow, the unclean and 
the good soils. Thus there are different 
types of hearers. Not all of the seed sown 
by the farmer produces fruit. Unless the 
living word of God is appropriated by the 
hearts and minds, there will be no fruit- 
fulness. What a responsibility this inter- 
pretation of Jesus places upon the hearers! 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, may we take 
heed how we hear. May we not be indif- 
ferent or pay too much attention to the 
things of this world and thus crowd out 
the higher and better things. Make us 
sensitive, sympathetic and responsive to 
the ideals presented to us in the teaching 
of Jesus. Amen. 


Wednesday—Hearing the Word 
Nehemiah 8:1-8 

Ezra is called a ready scribe. No doubt 
he had impressed upon the people the need 
of studying the law of God. Hence the 
people came to him and asked that he read 
to them from the book of the law. A 
great public assembly was called, com- 
posed of men and women and all who were 
able to understand the reading. The peo- 
ple arose, then worshiped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground. The Levites as- 
sisted Ezra and interpreted the words 
which Ezra read. An explanation of the 
law was thus given to the assembly. This 
passage is significant for us today. We 
need to read and hear the Word of God, 
but we also need an exact interpretation of 
it. Ministers should be true interpreters 
of the Scriptures. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, Heavenly 
Father, for the Church and her ministry of 
preaching and teaching. Bless our min- 
isters, Thy servants. May they be sincere 
students of the Word. Enlighten Thou the 
eyes of their hearts and their understand- 
ing and open our hearts to receive their 
message. Amen. 


Thursday—The Word Enlightening 
Psalm 119:97-106 
Psalm 119 is a meditation upon the Law 
of God. The author sings the praises of 
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this law and ealls attention to its beauty 
and the importance of studying it. In the 
first part of our section the poet expresses 


his passionate devotion for God’s Word, 
which is sweeter than honey to his mouth. 
The commandments and testimonies give 
him understanding and make him wise. 


They also guide his footsteps, throwing 
light upon his path, helping him to see 


his duties clearly. He therefore vows to 
keep God’s law forever. This is the safe 
course for him and he is convinced that 
inclining his heart to perform God’s sta- 
tutes will bring joy and peace to him. The 
Scriptures have lost none of this enlight- 
ening power. May they be “our medita- 
tion all the day.” 
Prayer: 

“How precious is the Book divine, 

By inspiration giv’n; 

Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine, 

To guide our souls to heav’n. 

This lamp, through all the tedious night 

Of life, shall guide our way, 

Till we behold the clearer light 

Of our Eternal day.” Amen. 


Friday—The Word Sanctifying 
John 17:11-21 
Christ’s Highpriestly Prayer has always 
been considered to be one of the most 
sacred and precious passages of Scripture. 
It may be divided into three parts—Christ 
prays for Himself; for His immediate dis- 


ciples; for His future disciples (the 
Church). Today’s passage is the second 
part of this intercessory prayer. Jesus 


prays for the preservation of His disci- 
ples. While He was with them, He kept 
them in touch with God. But He will soon 
be taken from them. He therefore prays 
God to keep them from the evil one, and 
adds: “Sanctify them in the truth: Thy 
word is truth.” God’s Word has enlight- 
ening, but also cleansing, keeping and 
sanctifying power. Jesus was anxious for 
His disciples to grow in their understand- 
ing of God’s purpose with them. Just as 
He was set apart, so must they be set 
apart for God’s service. 
Prayer: 

“Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until this heart is pure, 


Until with Thee I will one will, 
To do, or to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly Thine, 

Till all this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine.” Amen. 


Saturday—Building on the Word 
Matthew 7:24-29 

The conclusion of the Sermon on the 
Mount contains the parables of the two 
builders and two foundations. In these 
stories Jesus emphasizes the fact that it 
is not merely hearing His teaching, that 
gives entrance into His kingdom, but do- 
ing what He teaches. Some one has said: 
“Three things are necessary to live the 
ideal life. We must hear the words of 
Jesus, dig deep into their abiding signifi- 
cance, and carry them out into practical 
life.’ We are all builders. Not all build 
wisely. In order to have our building last, 
we must have a rock foundation. It is 
possible for us to secure such a foundation, 
if we enter the school of Jesus, hear His 
words with a believing heart, abide in His 
teaching and thus become not merely hear- 
ers, but doers of His word. 

Prayer: Dear Father, we are living in 
time, but building for eternity. Help us 
to realize that we cannot do this apart 
from Jesus. Amen. 


Sunday—Cleansing Power of the Word 
Psalm 119:9-16 


A very important question is asked and 
a most satisfactory answer is given. Where 
is the way to a blessed life? Can youth 
lead a clean and prosperous life? The 
Psalmist answers this question in the af- 
firmative. He maintains that loving the 
law of God safeguards the life of any 
young person. It will keep him from fall- 
ing into the snares of the evil one, it will 
keep him pure and clean and bring an abid- 
ing joy into his life. In our best moments 
we all desire to live such a life. It is 
possible for us to do this, provided we are 
willing to meet the conditions. We must 
lay up God’s word in our heart and find 
our delight in His commandments. 

Prayer: O Lord, we thank Thee for this 
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day of rest and gladness. We wait for 
Thy blessing as we join with Thy people 
in the worship of Thy Holy Name. May 
we receive the word in humility and sin- 
cerity. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


ZWINGLIAN LEAGUE OF 
LOS ANGELES 


The young people of the four Reformed 
Churches of Los Angeles, Cal., looked for- 
ward with proud hearts to Jan. 13, which 
date marked the first anniversary of the 
Zwinglian League. This organization was 
formed with the intention of bringing the 
young people of these Churches into a 
closer relationship, both spiritually and 
socially. The sponsor, Rev. F. J. Schmuck, 
little realized with what hearty response 
this movement would meet. 


The ‘first meeting on Jan. 8, 1932, at 
Trinity Church in West Hollywood, was 
marked by an inspiring address by Rev. 
I. G. Nace, recently returned missionary 
from Japan. The business portion of this 
meeting was largely devoted to organiza- 
tion, election of officers, and getting ac- 
quainted. The second meeting at First 
Church in Los Angeles proved a huge sue- 
cess. After the devotional service a mini- 
ature “Olympic Games” was enjoyed. The 
July meeting was in the form of a “wiener 
bake” at Santa Monica beach. After the 
“eats”, the happy if not energetic crowd 
spent the rest of the evening in songs and 
games. 


The October meeting was most novel. 
Fifty-two young people traveled down the 
picturesque streets of Chinese and Japan- 
ese Los Angeles to the Japanese Reform- 
ed Church. We were greeted by pretty 
Japanese girls in native costume. After 
the devotional period new officers were 
elected for 1933: President, Elizabeth L. 
Noacker (Trinity); First Vice-President, 
Louise Yamomoto (Japanese); Second 
Vice-President, Ernest Blozan (Hungar- 


ian); Seeretary, Mrs. Agnes Rondot (Trin- 
ty, is Treasurer, Marjorie Vrooman 
(First); and Counsellor, Rev. F. J. 
Schmuck (Trinity). After the business 
session the social chairman admitted us 
to. Big Bluff College. The climax, how- 
ever, was the serving of real Japanese 
food to be eaten only with chop sticks. 
Everyone enjoyed this, sea-weed and all. 


Our anniversary meeting was held on 
Jan. 13 at the Hungarian Chureh, and 
everyone was expected to “dress kiddish”. 
We are very proud of our League and 
pray that much will be accomplished in 
the future toward uniting the youth of all 
nations in one great league for Jesus 
Christ. 

Agnes Rondot, Secretary. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Septuagesima, February 12, 1933 
(Jesus Teaching by Parables) 

Four Kinds of Hearers 
Mark 4:1-10, 13-20 

Golden Text: Herein is my Father glori- 
fied, that ye bear much fruit; and so shall 
ye be My disciples. John 15:8. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Sower. 
Seed. 38. The Soil. 


Our two next lessons are studies of 
parables spoken by Jesus. Parables are 
verbal pictures of truth. The rabbis used 
this popular method of teaching, and Jesus 
employed it with marvelous skill and pro- 
found insight. Each of His many parables 
is a graphic and vivid picture of some 
aspect of the Kingdom of God. 

The Parable of the Sower was spoken 
at the time of Jesus’ growing popularity, 


2. The 


when great multitudes followed Him (4: 
1). Its imagery is derived from familiar 
scenes of nature and life. Even while the 
Master spoke it, its several features were 
being enacted on the neighboring fields of 
Galilee, where farmers were toiling and 
tilling the land. 

But Jesus viewed the crowd with deep 
concern. He read its heart. He knew that 
the majority were moved by curiosity to 
run after Him, not by His good news of 
the Kingdom. Why, among the many, were 
there so few that really became His disci- 
ples? Was it the fault of the sower, of 
the seed, or of the soil? The Parable of 
the Sower is the Master’s answer to that 
question. 

That question is equally pertinent today, 
and so is the answer of Jesus. Is the 
harvest of the gospel ever commensurate 
with the sowing of the good seed into the 
hearts of men? If not, what is the final 
reason fot scant and meager harvests? 
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I. The Sower. The Sower was Jesus 
Christ. He proclaimed the glad tidings of 
the Kingdom of God, and what He preach- 
ed He also lived and practised in His daily 
ministry of love. The common people heard 
Him gladly, and some of them left all 
and followed Him. His message and min- 
istry won their hearts and changed their 
lives. But the Master failed when Phari- 
sees and Sadducees and Scribes heard Him. 
Nor did He succeed in winning the loyal 
allegiance of the indifferent, curious mul- 
titude. Faithful, even unto death, was 
Jesus, the Sower of the Seed, and yet He 
was not successful, as men measure suc- 
cess. But who would dare say that the 
fault was His? 

What then shall we say when we think 
of the Christian ministers, the sowers of 
the word of God? Their success, too, is 
partial. Often they seem to labor without 
much visible success. And it is quite the 
fashion nowadays to criticize and condemn 
the sower and his sowing. Preachers and 
their sermons are said to be very much at 
fault. That is quite a common and popu- 
lar explanation of the spiritual indifference 
of the people. The ministry itself is di- 
vided into denominational and controver- 
sial groups, and their divisions and dis- 
criminations add to the confusion. 

Two things, it seems, may well be said. 
First, ministers are human agents and in- 
struments, who differ much, as do others, 
in character and capacity. Though called 
of God, they remain earthen vessels of 
His grace and truth. Hence they are sub- 
ject to much criticism and correction. And 
none knows better, or laments more, than 
the minister himself that the personal 
equation needs enters into his work as 
pastor and preacher, conditioning and lim- 
iting its efficacy. Yet, though he proclaim 
the word of God in weakness, he is a 
spokesman of Christ. He publishes the 
good news of salvation. And, surely, never 
was that glad tidings proclaimed more effi- 
ciently and sincerely than today from thou- 
sands of pulpits and platforms. 

II. The Seed. The seed that Jesus sow- 
ed so generously was the gospel truth, the 
word of God. But that, too, was spoken 
against. It pierced many hearts, first 
wounding and then healing them. But the 
Pharisees boldly claimed that the teachings 
of Jesus deceived the people, and destroy- 
ed religion and morality. 

Even so in our day the seed we sow, in 
the name of Jesus, has numerous critics. 
They tell us that the Bible is out-moded 
and unscientific. It should be supplanted 
by more up-to-date literature. They say 
that the Kingdom of God is a Utopian 
dream, whose principles are utterly im- 
practicable in our workaday world. But 
scarcely will we agree that the reason for 
scant harvests lies in that word of God of 
which Jesus said not a jot should pass 
away, though heaven vanish and earth 
perish. 

Ill. The Soil. Our parable turns its 
critical eye upon the soil. Assuming, as 
it were, the responsibility of the preacher 
to proclaim the gospel sincerely, taking 
for granted the eternal truth of the revela- 
tion of Jesus, it emphasizes the corre- 
sponding responsibility of the few to cul- 
tivate spiritual susceptibility. As the 
growth of the very best seed, ultimately, 
is conditioned by the quality of the soil, 
so, precisely, the efficacy of a sermon is 
determined by the character of the soul. 
“Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Jesus has given us an immortal picture 
of the four types of hearers a preacher 
faces, each like unto a certain kind of 
soil: the stony, the shallow, the sordid, and 
the sincere. 

“Some fell by the wayside,” the foot- 
path running through the field that has 
been beaten hard by the traffic of hoof, 
heel, and wheel. As the sower flings out 
his seed with a prodigal hand, some of it 
will fall upon this hard, impenetrable soil. 
It remains on the outside until the birds 
devour it. 


There are hearers of the word of God 
whose hearts are stony, impervious to the 
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truth. Jesus had them in the crowds that 
followed Him. They are found in every 
congregation. We may divide them into 
two groups, viz., the gospel-hardened and 
the sin-hardened. 

Chureh-going may degenerate into a phy- 
sical habit. Men sit in pews while their 
minds are far afield in stores and factories, 
bent upon pleasure and profit. The seed 
is sown, but all the windows of the soul 
are closed and shuttered. It receives no 


glad welcome. This stolid hearer may be 
a frequent attendant, respectful in his out- 
ward attitude, but he might as well be else- 
where. The divine word has no message 
or meaning for his stony heart. The con- 
stant hearing of sermons without a per- 
sonal reaction is a perilous thing. It hard- 
ens the heart. 

As habitual indifference hardens the 
heart and deadens the spirit, so does wilful 
sin. Indeed, indifference is itself a sin; 
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perhaps, the most prevalent sin of our and a hundredfold.” Good soil is soft, 
times. Judas typifies a soul that is eal- deep, and pure. The seed strikes its roots 
loused and crusted by persistent and wil- deep into the fertile earth, and gladdens 
ful sinning. His heart was receptive and the heart of the sower with an abundant 
open when he joined the apostolate. But harvest. It is always productive and ere- 
greed and vain ambition so numbed his ative, though the harvest may vary in 
spiritual life that, gradually, he became quantity. 
insensible to the truth and tenderness of Thus is the sincere heart. It is recep- 
Jesus. What chance has sower and seed _ tive and responsive to divine truth, deep 
with a heart that is stony? in its loyalty, pure in its devotion. And 
Then there is the shallow heart (vs. 5, who are “the good ground’? Jesus said, 
6), like a thin layer of soil on a rocky “Such as hear the word, and accept it, and 
ledge. This shallow, superficial soil re- bear fruit.” Not spotless angels, but peo- 


ceives the seed, and sends forth plants rap- 
idly. But they wither as quickly as they 
ripen, for they have no deep roots in a 
rich subsoil. 

There are hearers like that, shallow and 
superficial, who give a generous hospital- 
ity to divine truth and respond eagerly to 
it. But religion never penetrates through 
the emotions into the rock of the will. It 
is easy to stir up the feelings of such a 
sentimental hearer. His tears of repent- 
ance flow quickly, and his shouts of praise 
are voluble. But these rapturous ecstasies 
subside as quickly as they arise. They do 
not change the selfish and sinful heart. 
Such an emotional religion is a weak and 
sickly plant. It bears no fruit. It cannot 
endure the test and trial of life. “When 
tribulation or persecution ariseth because 
of the word, straightway he stumbleth.” 

Men may prefer the emotional hearer to 
the stony one. And, as such, religious emo- 
tion is altogether admirable and desirable. 
We need and want more of the rapture of 
the psalmist, and of Pauline joy and praise. 
But emotional religion is a delusion and a 
snare. There is really more hope and help 
for a stony heart than for the sentimental 
enthusiast whose impulses and aspirations 
are of short duration. Beneath a hard sur- 
face there often lies a rich soul that, some 
day, may be providentially opened. But 
shallow sentimentalism in religion often 
goes with a heart without strength. depth, 
or tenderness. 

“Some fell among thorns.” The thorny 
soil is neither hard nor shallow. It is suf- 
ficiently deep and receptive to warrant the 
expectation of a glorious harvest. But it 
is unclean. It harbors thorns and weeds 
in its bosom, besides the wheat. Noxious 
and precious seed lie mixed in this rich 
soil, and both spring up together. But 
the harmful and worthless weeds grow 
much more quickly than useful plants, 
and they flourish more luxuriantly. They 
absorb the nutriment contained in the soil. 
They shut out light and air with their rank 
growth. Eventually they smother and 
choke the good plants. 

How numerous are the hearers typified 
by this sordid, unclean soil. The rich young 
ruler is their biblical representative. His 
life was full of good things, and he was 
eager to add one more to their number. 
But he went away sorrowful, when Jesus 
told him that the quest of eternal life 
demands the subordination and surrender 
of every lesser good. He was ready, it 
seems, to give the Kingdom of God a place 
in his heart side by side with its other 
absorbing interests, but he was unwilling 
to sacrifice everything else for its achieve- 
ment. 

Thus the heart that divides its allegi- 
ance between God and the world will, in 
the end, choke the good seed. It may 
‘begin by assigning to religion a place co- 
ordinate with business, pleasure, and poli- 
ties. But, directly, spiritual interests are 
subordinate to material aims and ends. 
Finally, they are crushed and crowded out 
of life. 

Jesus Himself tells us what the thorns 
represent (v. 19). The cares and concerns 
of this world—riches, pleasure, and ambi- 
tion, are the rivals and competitors of God 
for the loyalty of man’s heart. These are 
the things that preoccupy the heart of the 
worldly-minded, and absorb their vital en- 
ergies. Where they flourish, the good seed 
perishes. It is choked to death in the 
sordid soul. 

“And others fell upon the good ground, 
and yielded fruit; thirtyfold, sixtyfold, 
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ple like the disciples, men and women like 
us. But they are sincere. They accept 
the gospel, and they seek to translate it 
into life. 

And we can all get hearts like that. 
The soil, indeed, cannot change itself. Yet 
even it may be changed by good husban- 
dry. The beaten path may be plowed. The 
shallow earth may be deepened. The un- 
clean soil may be cleansed. So it is with 
the heart of man. It, too, may be changed 
and transformed by the husbandry of the 
Spirit into a heart well pleasing to God. 
There is a will behind it, and new motives 
and aspirations can move that will might- 
ily. There is no greater dynamic in all 
this universe to melt and move the human 
heart than the love of God as it reaches 
men through the gospel of Christ. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Feb. 12: “The Reformed Church Abroad’ 

Note: For Foreign Mission Day this col- 
umn has been turned over to Dr. A. V. 
Casselman, Associate Secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, who suggests 
the omission of the regular C. E. topic 
and the substitution of a missionary pro- 
gram for the day. 

The following materials are suggested 
for use in preparing the program for the 
meeting: The Foreign Mission articles in 
this issue of “The Messenger.” The Tri- 
ennial Report of the Board of Foreign 
Missions. Every pastor in the Church has 
a copy of this and two copies of the Re- 
port for the use of the young people’s so- 
cieties may be had for the asking. Every 
society should have two copies of the Pic- 
ture Sheet, entitled, “We Look at the 
China Mission,” to be used as posters in 
the young people’s society room during the 
meeting. In addition to this picture sheet 
there are two Japanese pamphlets, entitled, 
“Tseki San” and “The Story of Miss Pine- 
Bough,” and a pamphlet on the American 
School for Boys at Baghdad. These pic- 
ture sheets and pamphlets may be had for 
the asking. 

In addition to the above there are new 
maps of our Mission in Japan, China and 
Mesopotamia, price 5 cents each, with the 
following interesting descriptive leaflets to 
go with them: “The Log of a Master Mis- 
sionary,” 10 cents; “Taking the Word to 
the Japanese,’ 8 cents; and “Our United 
Evangelistic Work in Iraq,” 5 cents. The 
following material will also be of special 
value in building up an interesting pro- 
gram: “To Baghdad,” a short dramatization, 
price 5 cents; “Iraq. The Land, the Peo- 
ple, the Industries,” price 5 cents; “Behind 
the Walls,” price 5 cents; “Startling Facts 
on our Work in Baghdad,” price 5 cents; 
“Japanese Songs,” five songs with music 
and words, price 10 cents; and “A Chinese 
Ceremony with Christian Content,” a short 
dramatization, price 10 cents. Any of the 
above source material for a program on our 
mission work may be secured by writing 
to Dr. A. V. Casselman, Room 315, Schaff 
Building, 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa. 

The program may be introduced by the 
question, “Where is the Reformed Church 
at work abroad?” Three names should be 
brought out here, names that should be 
familiar to every well-informed young per- 
son in the Reformed Church. They are 
Tohoku, Hunan and Iraq. Tohoku is Japa- 
nese for Northeast and is applied to the 
six northern states of Japan where our 
Mission is located and which has been 
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allotted to us by the Church of Christ in 
Japan. The Japanese use of word “Tohoku” 
for these six states just as we use “New 
England” for a certain group of states in 
our own northeast and the word “North- 
west” for a group of states in our own 
northwest. Hunan is the name of the proy- 
ince of China where the mission work of 
the Reformed Church in China is being 
carried on. It should be located on a map 
in the heart of China, approximately one 
thousand miles up the Yangtse river. Iraq 
is the third new name with which we 
should become acquainted. It is the 
name of the newest nation in the 
world and is the modern name for the an- 
cient land of Mesopotamia. 

Then there are names of several cities 
with which the young people of the Re- 
formed Church should become familiar. 
These are the names of cities where our 
mission work centers. They, too, should 
be located on the map. They are Tokyo 
and Sendai in Japan, Yochow and Shen- 
chow in China, and Baghdad in Iraq. 

This introductory question might profit- 
ably be followed by a report in answer to 
the question, “Who are our missionaries 
abroad?” The answer to this question may 
be found on page 27 of the Almanae of the 
Reformed Church for this year. It will 
take only a minute to read these names 
and might be the means of impressing upon 
some of the young people the fact that 
there are a goodly number of members of 
the Reformed Church who are representing 
them in the work of the Church abroad. 
The length of this list would quite likely 
be a revelation to many of the young peo- 
ple of the Church. 

The remainder of the program might well 
be taken up with short reports of persons 
to whom have been specially assigned the 
investigation of some definite subject. 
These subjects naturally fall into three 
classes — Japan, China and Mesopotamia, 
and may be designated as follows: 


JAPAN 


“Evangelism in Japan.” The material 
for this assignment may be found in the 
Triennial Report under the following para- 
graphs: the report of the growth of the 
work under the heading, “A Most Striking 
Fact,” on page 5; the description of that 
new activity, “The Farmers’ Gospel 
School,’ found at the bottom of page 8 
and the top of page 9; the description of 
that very interesting congregation at 
Noheji, where the average age of the 
members is only nineteen, on page 9; the 
desperate economic depression in Japan 
which hampers our work and makes us 
feel ashamed of talking about a depression 
in America, the description of which is 
found on page 11; the influence of our 
Japanese immigration law, on page 11; and 
a real description of the position and influ- 
ence of the Japanese Church, on page 12. 

“Education in Japan.” A report of the 
progress of North Japan College and of its 
graduates on page 13 would be of interest 
and inspiration to every young man in the 
Church, while the young women would be 
equally interested in the description of the 
enrollment in religious activities of Miyagi 
College on page 15. This educational re- 
port should also include the mention of our 
Kindergarten work in Japan as it is de- 
scribed on page 16. 

“Statistics.” Some one should be desig- 
nated to cull out of the statistics on pages 
19 and 21 the things they think would be 
of special interest to the members of the 
society. 

CHINA 

“Evangelism in China.” The work of 
evangelism in China, with all its encour- 
agements and opportunity in the midst of 
untold disturbance and distraction, is fine-_ 
ly set forth in the paragraph on evangelis- 
tie work on page 31. The picture sheet, 
“We Look at the China Mission,” could he 
used to good advantage in illustrating t 
report. y 

“Education in China.” Attention sho 
be called to the fact that China is kno 
as “The Land of the Scholar,” and tha 
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literary learning has always been honored. 
The teacher and the school have always 
come first in China. Attention should be 
called to the fact that the majority of the 
leaders of the new China are men and 
women who are graduates of Christian 
schools. Some one should report on the 
boys’ schools in our China Mission — 
Huping at Yochow and Eastview at Shen- 
chow—as they are described on pages 29 
and 33. Another member should report on 
the girls’ schools—Ziemer Memorial Girls’ 
School and Chenteh Girls’ School at Shen- 
chow—the description of which is to be 
found on pages 29 and 33. In these reports 
special attention should be paid to the fine 
religious life of the boys and girls in our 
Chinese schools in the midst of such eco- 
nomi¢ and political turmoil as China today 
is experiencing. 

“Medical Work in China.” There should 
be an assignment on the work of our two 
hospitals, the Hoy Memorial Hospital at 
Yochow and the Abounding Grace Hospital 
at Shenchow. The work of the former is 
described on page 30, and of the latter on 
page 34. In this connection should be read 
the little article in this issue of the 
“Messenger” entitled, “If I Had — If I 
Were.” 

“Statistics.” Some one who is interested 
in figures might cull from the statistics on 
the China Mission on pages 35 and 36, the 
things he thinks would be of interest to 
the young people of the society. 


MESOPOTAMIA 

“Evangelism in Iraq.’ Attention should 
be called to the fact that in Mesopotamia 
the Reformed Church is a member of “The 
United Mission in Mesopotamia,” compos- 
ed of the Presbyterian Church, the Reform- 
ed Church in America, or “Dutch Reform- 
ed Church” as it is commonly known, and 
our own Reformed Church. A description 
of this united work is found on page 36, 
while on page 37 is a description of the 
work of our Reformed Church evangelistic 
missionary at the new station at Kirkuk. 

“Education in Iraq.” No report could 
be given to a young people’s society which 
would be of more interest than that of the 
fascinating work of our American School 
for Boys in Baghdad. A full and interest- 
ing description of this is found at the 
bottom of page 37, page 39, and the top of 
page 40. 

The meeting might well conclude with a 
short discussion of this very practical 
question: “Is there any special thing our 
society can do for the work of the Reform- 
ed Church abroad?” The answer to this 
question may be found in the statement 
of some special objects for support well 
within the reach of the average young peo- 
ple’s society in the Church. They are 
found in the Scholarship Funds, mention- 
ed for the North Japan College and Miyagi 
College, on page 92; Huping Middle School 
and Eastview Boys’ School, on page 93; 
Ziemer Memorial Girls’ School and Chen- 
teh Girls’ School, on page 94; and the 
American School for Boys, on page 95. 
Special contributions may also be made 
for beds in the hospitals as suggested on 
page 94. Attention should be called to the 
fact that in all these references there are 
Sunday School classes and Young People’s 
Societies which are doing this very thing. 
A discussion of this question, “Can our 
Society do something like this?”’, would 
serve to give edge, point and purpose to 
the whole meeting. 
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With sad hearts we announce the tri- 
umphant Homegoing of one of our mis- 
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sionary nurses, Miss Sara Krick. Sweet 
and peaceful, on Jan. 24 she lay in state 
from 10 A. M. till 2 P. M. in a Red Cross 
Nurse’s uniform, in Calvary Church, Read- 
ing, Pa., while appropriate dirges pealed 
from the organ. Our beloved Dr. Bartholo- 
mew preached the funeral sermon. The 
pastor, Dr. Broek, conducted the services. 
Dr. Creitz and Dr. Casselman led the au- 
dience in impressive and comforting pray- 
ers. To pay military honor to Miss Krick, 
a representative of the American Red 
Cross, three buglers attended the service, 
saluted the corpse and sounded the bugle 
call above her last resting place in Sink- 
ing Spring Cemetery. When we looked 
for the last time upon the human temple 
where her soul had dwelt, we were remind- 
ed of the faith of the martyrs, the sacri- 
fice of self and salary for social service 
to humanity and the ministry of healing. 

On Jan. 1, Miss Krick left the Metho- 
dist Hospital in Phila., where she had been 
a patient for 8 weeks (and where in earlier 
years she received her training) went to 
her mother’s home in Reading. Under the 
date of Jan. 8 she wrote to Miss Myers of 
Hanover (now reappointed to fill Miss 
Krick’s vacancy in China) thus: “I am not 
rebellious nor discontented. I am improy- 
ing, but sometimes wonder why I am taken 
to the starting-place of things again.” 
A heart condition superinduced by toxic 
neuritis caused her to be in a state of 
coma for a week. In this condition she 
left this temporal world which she en- 
deavored to serve through private and 
community nursing and Red Cross service 
in her native land, and in missionary serv- 
ice in China as an ambassador of her Lord. 
Yes, she laid down her uniform here—the 
starting place of her Christian work—and 
has now started life in an eternal sphere 
of service with colleague-missionaries who 
have been martyred, and others who died 
natural deaths. 

Two impressive sentences during the fu- 
neral service were: “Those who are pillars 
of the Church below are also pillars in 
Heaven,” and “Some may say, ‘had Miss 
Krick stayed in America, she would not 
have met so untimely a death.’ It was 
her sacred desire and joy to serve others 
in fulfillment of the command to Go, 
Preach and Heal. Her mute lips cannot 
speak, but her spirit of usefulness still 
moves in the hearts of men in America 
and in Asia.” 

The sympathy of the Missionary Socie- 
ties, as co-laborers, is extended to the 
bereaved family. 


A Challenge. Dear Women, it behooves 
us to put our hand to the plough. We may 
have stony, hard ground to plough in order 
to make furrows, but if we push, persevere, 
and sacrifice time and pleasure, and do not 
give up in discouragement and fear, we 
can make deep straight furrows till Feb. 
12, our Foreign Mission Day. The wom- 
en’s work had been so outstanding and 
secure that we are asked to boost Foreign 
Mission Day as well as our own confer- 
ences, etc. Perhaps the gentlemen think 
we can talk more or better than they can. 
Well, let us do the talking and advertise 
the desperate needs of the field with re- 
sults already attained, and the deplorable 
financial condition of the Board, and then 
pray that our interested men (as well as 
we) will give liberally and systematically. 
Why use the word systematically? Because 
this year money folders are being dis- 
tributed with slots for nickels, dimes and 
bills. He who cannot give a substantial 
gift on Feb. 12 to represent gratitude to 
God for blessings received can regularly 
contribute to his folder and hand it in a 
month or so later. 

Personally, I am glad for training in 
my girlhood to make sacrifices to meet 
Christian obligations. At present two 
absences from a movie-show would fill 5 
or more 10 cent slots, or put 50 cents in the 
envelopes, swelling other gifts. Several 
denials of ice cream, coco-cola, candy, ¢i- 
gars or cigarette purchases every week for 
2 months would mean $1.50. 
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The result of such giving makes the 
individual feel that he is a part of the 
work he is advancing. He will think 
about it, read about it, and pray, too, for 
it. Less than one-half of the people in our 
world worship God. It is His world. There 
are those who can give big sums; there 
are those who cannot. Most of us do not 
give what we ought to give. 

The picture on the program is borrowed 
from a mission in Switzerland. The world 
today is interdependent. “My Father’s 
World” portrays Christ in the spirit of 
modern fellowship (as is often seen when 
men meet) with His arm on the shoulder 
of a young disciple giving him the com- 
mission in Mark 15:16. It is a very stu- 
pendous order to receive and the disciple’s 
face is one of consternation and serious- 
ness, not of unwillingness nor doubt, He 
desires to obey but feels that the job is a 
heavy one. Thus is the assignment made 
to us to carry the gospel tidings to every 
creature. With the order comes the assur- 
ing fact, “I will be with thee, even to the 
end.” We cannot do His work alone: we 
can do it with Him, if we put our shoulders 
to the wheel. Let us talk to pastors, 8S. 8. 
supts., teachers and business men about 
meeting the command. Do not be peeved 
if you receive a cold shoulder. Let us 
learn to “know ourselves” and our places 
as God’s hands, eyes and tongues in His 
use. 

No one can follow Christ and escape the 
cross. Perhaps in these difficult days He 
is calling us to richer fellowship with 
Himself. <A sacrificial gift of real life to 
“My Father's World” from every member 
of the Church to the cause of world-wide 
Christianity will impoverish no one, but 
enrich every one. Christ is our motive and 
Christ is our end.” He is the light of the 
world, so are we.” 

In faith, then may we put our hand to 
the plough and push forward to fulfill the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Jesus! 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 
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These are the three principles that under- 
lie the whole of the Barthian thought.” 


One can put all this in another way. To 
Barth the great mistake of our modern 
theology is the assumption that the initi- 
ative is from man. We have said, since 
the days of Schleirmacher, “that Man was 
the certainty and that God was the ques- 
tion.” Our method of approach has been 
to proceed from Man, the known, to God 
the unknown. As one of our own theo- 
logians has even entitled his book: 
“Through Man to God.” We have tried to 
gain our thought of God from the highest 
in man. All this, Barth utterly repudiates. 
He insists on the Divine initiative. We 
should not look upward from Man to God, 
but downward from God to Man. “We can- 
not lay hold of God in our own strength. 
We must wait quietly and humbly. Our 
only knowledge of God is through revela- 
tion. It is the “word” of God spoken to 
Man. To quote Mr. Rolston again: 


FOR SALE 


$60,000 Five Per Cent, Thirty Year, 
First Mortgage, 

CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 
BONDS 


Due April 1, 1958, Interest Payable 
Semi-Annually. Total Issue, $525,000. 


E. Wilbur Kriebel, Treasurer 
Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (Wnglish) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members ef the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


(UO M Re sh IW LDL TA DEY dblbe Ls 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Asseciation of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
Providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Registrar 


COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., UL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL. D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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“Modernism thinks of Scripture as a ree- 
ord of man’s experiences with God. The 
Barthians think of it as the witness to 
God’s revelation of Himself. It controls 
the thought of the Person of Christ. Mod- 
ernism thinks of an apostheosis of man. 
The Barthians think of an Inearnation of 
God. The movement is downward, not 
upward. The Barthian premise that the- 
ology starts from God furnishes a point 
of view that in the end affects practically 
every doctrine of the Christian faith.” 


Frederick Lynch. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 

Two children arrived from Palmyra and 
one from Orwigsburg. That makes a total 
of 40 children who came to the Home since 
July 12. The total number living on the 
grounds is 252, ten of these being children 
of employees, living in private homes. 

We have another mild case of scarlatina. 
It is no epidemic but occasional cases con- 
tinue, after rather long periods when we 
have no cases. In consulting the head phy- 
sician of the Reading Hospital, he advised 
that the best way to handle the situation 
was to write to every minister of Eastern 
Synod and ask them and their congrega- 
tions to pray for us. We hope that through 
this article our friends will respond and 
help us meet the prescription, as we are 
looking for results in the near future. 

The State department has promised to 
help us solve our problems with the men- 
tally retarded children. On Jan. 26, 27 
and 30 an examiner will test our children 
and we believe that good results will he 
derived from the examination. 


———————— 


NOTES ON A WINNING CAMPAIGN 


$82,000 has been subscribed to the cam- 
paign to raise the $300,000 for the Board 
of Home Missions. The Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society is the second National Auxil- 
lary of the Reformed Church to make a 
subscription to the debt raising campaign. 
The Board of Christian Education was the 
first to make such a subscription. The 
W. M. S., through its President, Mrs. F. 
W. Leich, Dayton, Ohio, has informed 
campaign headquarters that their organ- 
ization subscribes $1,000 to the campaign. 
Under the Plan, insurance is being placed 
upon one of the members of the W. M. 8. 
and the Society is made the irrevocable 
beneficiary. The ladies are giving $1,000 
to apply to the debt of the Board of Home 
Missions and will eventually have it re- 
turned to them on the basis of $1.50 for 
each $1.00 subscribed, or $1,500, through 
the medium of Endowment Life Insurance, 
in accordance with the Mortgage Redemp- 
tion Plan used by the Board of Home 
Missions in this campaign. 

Harry E. Paisley, one of the vice-chair- 
men of the campaign, has sent the fol- 
lowing letter to approximately 600 minis- 
ters in the area under organization: “Any- 
thing but complete success in the cam- 
paign under way for the Board of Home 
Missions will bring disaster to our Church. 
A uew year faces us—no time to slacken 
our effort. With the co-operation of Ed- 
ward 8S. Fretz, Vice-President of General 
Synod, I am making this personal appeal 
to you in a time of emergency. As a lay- 
man of the Reformed Church and as a 
member of the committe named by Gen- 
eral Synod to advise with the Boards in 
financial matters, I am deeply interested. 
We need your co-operation. There must 
be a general response from our Churches. 
In no other way can the crisis be met. 
There must be a real spirit of sacrifice. 
Will you obtain at least two subscriptions? 
One can be your own. One might be that 
of an organization within your Church. 
Others might come from interested laymen 
and women. I am sending you, separately, 
several pledge cards and a return en- 
velope. I hope I may have your reply 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA, 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 

Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. ; 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 


Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four o! 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


TENNENT COLLEGE 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Supervised by Eastern Synod 

PROVIDES a four-year course of study 
leading to degree of B.R.B. Also, a 
three-year diploma course, and home- 
study courses. 

TRAINS for Christian leadership as 
Directors of Religious Education, 
Pastors’ Assistants, Deaconesses, 
Church Secretaries, Missionaries. 

NEEDS your interest, your prayers, 
and your gifts. Charges its students 
only $400 a year, two-fifths the cost of 
their training. ; 

INVITES your careful investigation, 
and asks for a place in your budget. 


President, Clinton H. Gillingham, D.D. 
Room R, 1122 Spruce St., Phila., Pa. 
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within 10 days, or sooner, if possible. The 
insurance feature of this campaign is val- 
uable in that the subscribers will have 
their money returned to them with an in- 
crease of fifty per cent. But over and 
above this is the appeal of loyalty to the 
Church we love and the absolute necessity 
of completing this fund, and that at 
once!” 

__ The response to this letter is most grat- 
ifying; not only in the way of subserip- 
tions from individuals, but from organiza- 
tions as well. Churches, Sunday Schools, 
women’s organizations and groups of men 
are joining as subscribers in the cam- 
paign. They are pledging themselves, hav- 
ing the treasurer of the respeetive organ- 
ization sign the pledge cards and placing 
the insurance upon some member of their 
own organization, so that the money sub- 
scribed, with an increase of 50%, will be 
returned. In some instances, the organiza- 
tion making the subscription is made the 
beneficiary under the Plan. In other eases, 
other organizations are being made the 
beneficiary. The Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, the Board of Christian Education, 
the Phoebe Home, the Home for the Aged 
at Wyneote, Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, the Hoffman Orphanage at Littles- 
town, Pa., and many other organizations 
of the Church are being named as the 
beneficiary under subscriptions. In this 
way, it is possible not only to help the 
Board of Home Missions but other organ- 
izations within the Church as well. Some 
of the organizations who have subscribed 
are as follows: Zion Church, Arendtsville, 
Pa.; Christ Chureh, Bethlehem, Pa.; Sun- 
day School, Trinity Church, Copley, Pa.; 
Sunday School, St. John’s (Blymers), Dal- 
lastown, Pa.; Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace, 
Easton, Pa.; St. Paul’s Church, Fleetwood, 
Pa.; Sunday School, St. Andrew’s, Lan- 
caster, Pa.; Sunday School, Second Church, 
Reading, Pa.; Good Will Bible Class, 
Zion’s Chureh, York; Sunday School, 
Dover Church, Dover, Pa.; Christ Church, 
Elizabeth, Pa.; Ladies’ Cirele, St. Paul’s, 
Lancaster, Pa.; Sunday School, St. Paul’s, 


Lancaster; Sunday School, Christ Me- 
morial, W. Hazleton, Pa.; Men’s Class, 
Emmanuel’s Church, Hazleton,  Pa.; 
Zwingli Bible Class, Lancaster (St. 


Paul’s); Ever Ready Gleaners, St. Paul’s 
Church, Lancaster; Sunday School, First 
Chureh, Lebanon, Pa.; Sunday School, 
Myerstown, Pa. 

At the annual meeting of the Board of 
Home Missions on Jan. 13 in the Schaff 
Building, Philadelphia, appreciation was 
expressed for the co-operation being given 
in this campaign. Following reports that 
more than $75,000 had been subscribed, 
members of the Board express themselves 
as feeling that the ultimate success of 
the campaign is assured and with such an 
amount already subscribed, insured the 
co-operation of many individuals who 
were only waiting to see a substantial 
sum in hand before adding their support 
to the movement. It was recognized that 
much hard work remained to be done, 
but that complete success was within the 
abilities of the membership of the Re- 
formed Church, even in times of adversity. 
The dire need of the Board in meeting its 
obligation has been brought home to the 
membership of the Church in such a way 
that they cannot fail to feel a call to 
sacrificial service. 

While the policy of continuing the in- 
tensive organization and soliciting work 
in the Eastern Synod and a part of the 
Potomae was confirmed, the Board desires 
to announce that anyone within the 
Chureh beyond this area who wants to 
participate, can do so by communicating 
with the General Chairman, Edward §8. 
Fretz. While it is not contemplated at 
this time to build campaign organization 
anywhere within the Church, except 
throughout the East, the District Superin- 
tendents of the Board, as well as the 
Board members residing beyond the area 
under organization and several of the aux- 
iliary organization of the Church such 
as the W. M. S. of General Synod, are 
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giving Churehmen and Churechwomen an 
opportunity to participate. 
—Edgar B. Speer. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Jesus After Nineteen Centuries, by Ernest 
Fremont Tittle. The Abingdon Press, 
New York. 217 pp. Price, $2. 

These Yale Lectures of 1932 take their 
place worthily in a distinguished series. 
Indeed they rank with the very best 
courses that have been delivered on the 
Lyman Beecher Foundation at Yale Uni- 
versity. Even in their printed form they 
are vibrant with the life that quickens the 
spirit of man in these troublous times. 
That high estimate of these lectures may 
be due in part to the timeliness of Dr. 
Tittle’s topic. He presents Jesus as the 
only “real and living way” for our genera- 
tion. We must follow Him or perish. But 
that verdict of faith is presented with 
gripping thoughtfulness to the mind and 
conscience of intelligent men of all kinds 
and classes. The book amply deserves a 
warm recommendation for its fine blend- 
ing of deep spiritual insight and wide so- 
cial interest. Theo. F. H. 


Adventures in the Air, by Archer Wallace. 
110 pp. Price, $1. Harper & Brothers. 
This is the 10th of a series of books for 

boys by the same author, and all of them 

are well worth reading. In the present 
volume Mr. Wallace tells the story of avi- 
ation and its heroes in such a way that 
older folks as well as the young people will 
delight in it. It gives a series of 14 short, 
snappy biographical sketches of well-known 
aviators, with the marvelous skill and dar- 
ing shown in the invention and use of 
balloons and airships. E. 


A Lamp Unto My Feet, by John R. Gunn. 
Published by Ray Long and Richard 
Smith. 

The author presents in this volume ap- 
proximately 120 three-minute sermons. 
Prior to its publication, the author wrote 
two other volumes of a similar nature. He 
also writes brief devotional talks for 
newspapers. He is skilled in the presenta- 
tion of germ ideas in a few compact para- 
graphs. The book has messages for peo- 
ple in every walk of life, and from the 
beginning to the end the spirit of Chris- 
tian optimism and the assurance of the 
ultimate triumph of Christ over sin and 
death prevails. It is primarily a book for 
daily devotion and as such is highly com- 
mended. 155, Ble AB) 


Orormin UA RY 


DR. WM. H. WAUGAMAN 

Calvary Church, of Turtle Creek, Penna., 
has been saddened by the death of Dr. 
Wm. H. Waugaman, the vice-president of 
the Consistory, and one of the leading 
members of the congregation for 40 years. 
His funeral, on Saturday, the 14th, at 2 
P. M., is said to have been the largest 
in the history of the town. The Church 
was so crowded that the street was filled 
with those who were unable to gain en- 
trance. The pastor, Rev. F. C. Schlater, 
was assisted in the service by Dr. Jesse 
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String, president of Allegheny Classis, of 
which Dr. Waugaman was the vice-presi- 
dent; Dr. J. Grant Walter, pastor of St. 
Mark’s Reformed Church in Pittsburgh; 
and Rev. William T. Brundick, of Millers- 
ville, Pa., a former pastor of Calvary 
Church. 

Dr. Waugaman has been a prominent lay- 
man of the Pittsburgh Synod, having been 
a trustee of the Synod and delegate to 
General Synod several times. For the past 
40 years the doctor has been one of the 
leading citizens of the borough, and instru- 
mental in the initiating of many of the 
varied movements for the welfare of the 
people. Several fraternal lodges owe their 
birth to his efforts. 

Services were held by the Knight Tem- 
plar, the Blue Lodge of the Masons, the 
Order of the Eastern Star, and the Odd 
Fellows. Calvary congregation greatly 
mourns the loss of this stalwart leader of 
Christian idealism. Dr. Waugaman was 
loved by the whole community. He was an 
earnest friend of the youth, and although 
he was past 69 years of age, he was often 
the center of youthful hilarity and fun. 
He had a smile for every one he met, and 
a helping hand for those in need. His 
son, William H., Jr., has been selected to 
carry on the Waugaman tradition as a 
member of the Consistory, for which posi- 
tion he is ably fitted. Eee Ons. 


MRS. MARGARET S. BRETZ 


Mrs. Margaret S. Bretz, widow of the 
Rev. John Leiter Bretz, passed away at 
the home of her son Arden, in Atlanta, 
Ga., on Jan. 2. Her body was brought to 
Goshen, Ind., her home, where funeral 
services were held in our First Church 
Jan. 6. She was buried on the family lot 
in Brown Cemetery just south of Millers- 
burg, Ind. 

Mrs. Bretz was a daughter of the sainted 
Frederick ©. and Mrs. Bauman, pioneer 
missionaries in northeastern Iowa, whose 
home was at Zwingle. Father Bauman 
founded the village of Zwingle, and in that 
village established a Church which he 
served for nearly 56 years. He also estab- 


lished a number of other Reformed 
Churches in the vicinity. Mrs. Bretz was 
one of a family of 9 children. The char- 


acter of that pioneer home and its reli- 
gious training is reflected in the fact that 
two of the sons entered the Christian min- 
istry, and two of the daughters married 
ministers. The other living members of 
the family are all earnest Christians and 
faithful workers in the Church. _ 

A genuine Christian spirit prevailed in 
the home of Rev. and Mrs. Bretz. Into 
this home were born 5 children, 2 of 
whom died in childhood, and one son, Paul, 
when a young man. Two sons, Arden, of 
Atlanta, and Dr. Nevin E., of Goshen, to- 
gether with 5 grandchildren, survive. The 
father died when the children were yet 
very young. Upon this good mother then 
fell the responsibility of rearing the fam- 
ily. The fine Christian character and 
earnest devotion to the Church on the part 


‘of these two sons reflect the spirit and 


service of their mother. In this loyal 
family we have a noteworthy testimony as 
to the value and influence of a devotional 
Christian home in the development of 
Christian character, 

Mrs. Bretz, during her life, experienced 
the fulfillment of many of God’s promises 
as she bravely and trustfully faced the 
responsibility of rearing her three sons, 
following the death of her husband. 

By divine aid her small physique pos- 
sessed great strength and endurance. Be- 
sides the rearing of her family, she found 
time and strength to do much work in the 
Church. Though not possessed of earthly 
treasure, she enriched many through the 
abundant life she lived. For 30 years she 
taught a large class in the Sunday School. 
She was always fresh in interest, and in- 
spiring in her teaching. This was the 
fruit of faithful study, careful preparation, 
and earnest prayer. She was the life of 
any social gathering, joyous in spirit and 
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wholesome in leadership. Mrs. Bretz al- 
ways had a zeal for the cause of missions, 
often teaching the study books, giving 
liberally and holding such offices as she 
was called upon to fill. In her death the 
local Church has suffered a great loss and 
the causes of the Church at large a loyal 
supporter. 

She is also survived by the following 
brothers and sisters: Dr. S. H. Bauman, 
Birmingham, Iowa; Dr. Albert B. Bau- 
man, Johnstown, Pa.;. Mrs. Nevin B. 


Mathes, Youngstown, O.; Mrs. W. E. Doft, 


Grasston, Minn.; Mrs. E. E. Alspach, 
Zwingle, Ia.; Mrs. A. J. Dauber, Toledo, O. 
She was preceded in death by 2 brothers: 


Rev. J. Nevin Bauman and Attorney D. T. 
Bauman. The funeral service, which was 
largely attended, was in charge of a former 
pastor, the Rev. John F. Hawk, Lafayette, 
Ind., who took as his theme, “The Abun- 
dant Life.” 


MRS. H. C. ENCK 

Mrs. Mary Ann Enck, of Allen, Pa., 
beloved wife of Harvey C. Enck, an elder 
and Sunday School supt. in Mt. Zion’s 
Church, of the Carlisle Rural Charge, for 
about 25 years, born April 8, 1869, died 
Dee. 3, 1932, aged 63 years, 7 months, 25 
days. She was converted early in youth 
and about 35 years ago became a member 
of Mt. Zion Church. During all of that 
time she was an active and very faithful 
member of the Church, always eager to do 
all she could for the advancement of those 
things which made for the betterment of 
spiritual and social conditions in the 
Church and community. She was recog- 
nized by all as a woman of sterling quali- 
ties and a friend beloved. She leaves to 
mourn her departure her husband; a 
daughter, Kathryn; and a son, Vance; 
also a grandson, and many other relatives 
and friends who mourn her departure. 
They mourn, but not as those who have 
no hope. 

Funeral services were conducted at her 
late home by her pastor, Rev. Daniel A. 
Brown, assisted by her former pastor, Rev. 
Charles P. Kehl, Dee. 7, 1932, at 10.30 
A. M. Interment was made in Mt. Zion 
Cemetery at Allen, Pa. 


MRS. AMANDA LUKENBACH 


Late in the evening of Epiphany Day, 
Jan. 6, in the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Chas. M. McCoy, at Lewistown, Pa., 
“Mother” Lukenbach closed her life’s pil- 
grimage, and entered upon a _ fuller 
Epiphany, in her eternal home. Mrs. 
Amanda Lukenbach was born at Rebers- 
burg, Pa., Feb. 19, 1839, the daughter of 
Daniel Kreamer and his wife, Susanna 
Weaver Kreamer. There she spent her 
girlhood days and on Mar. 1, 1839, was 
united in marriage with Abram Lukenbach. 
Soon after, they removed to Indianapolis, 
Ind., where they remained until 1876, 
when they removed to Bellefonte, Pa. 
Here they identified themselves with St. 
John’s Church, Soon they took their 
places as active and helpful members and 
with their children gave willing service 
in the Chureh and the community. 
Brother Lukenbach led the choir, was for 
many years superintendent of the Sunday 
School, and served extended periods as 
deacon and then elder. On Feb. 14, 1915, 
he passed from the Church militant to the 
Church triumphant. Following the death 
of her husband, Mrs. Lukenbach made her 
home with her daughters, Mrs. Harry E. 
Jenkins of Tyrone, and Mrs. Charles M. 
McCoy of Lewistown. Had she lived a 
few weeks longer, she would have reached 
the age of 94 years. Surviving her are 
two sons and two daughters, Frank K. of 
Tyrone; Charles, of California; Mrs. 
Charles M. McCoy of Lewistown, and Mrs. 
Harry E. Jenkins, of Tyrone and Pitts- 
burgh. She is also survived by one sister, 
Mrs. David J. Meyer of Tyrone; two grand- 
children and three great-grandchildren. A 
brief service was held at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. McCoy, Tuesday morning, 
Jan. 10, conducted by the Rey. Dr. F. A. 


LENTEN AND EASTER COLLECTORS 


To promote Self-Denial Offerings, and serve as a constant reminder that 
beginning with Ash Wednesday each day until Easter an opportunity is given 


to contribute to the Easter Fund, we offer these Slot 


Collectors. 


Offering Envelopes and 


“EASTER CROSS” 


| FURST SUN IN LENT, 
| MONDAY 
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NO. H. P. LENTEN 
DAILY OFFERING 
ENVELOPES 


Made of heavy white 
paper. Size, 3 x 5% inches. 
The design is printed in 
purple on a _ background 
of delicate green. Price, 
$.75 per 100, postpaid, in 
any quantity. 


tender 


dozen. 


DOLLAR IN DIMES 


A Cut-Out Design for Ten 
Dime Inlays. 


In a border outline of rich 


centered 
graceful stems of forsythia, 
one of the loved floral tokens 
of spring’s return. 
end envelope container 
with it, on which appears a 
comparison of what 
the cross meant to the Sav- 
iour and to humanity as the 
inspirational reason for giv- 
ing. Size, 3 x 4 inches. Price, 
$3.50 per hundred; 50¢ per 


| SELF DENIAL ° 
| OFFERING ENVELOPE 


several 


NO. H. P. SELF-DENIAL 
ENVELOPES 


Size, 3 x 5% 
Printed in two _ colors, 
purple and green. Price, 
$1.00 per 100, postpaid; in 
any quantity. 


An open- 
goes 


inches. 


© 
NO. H. P. EASTER CHICK OUTST DING NO. H. P. EASTER LILY 
DESIGN A N DESIGN 
is printed in brown and yellow, is printed in royal purple, on : 
on white. Size, 8 x 5% inches. OFFERING white. Size, 3 x 5% inches. Price, J 
Price, $1.00 per 100, postpaid; in $1.00 per 100, prepaid in any 
any quantity. BOXES 
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Lenten Daily Offering 
Box 


-BOARD OF CHRISTIAN 


Rupley, pastor of the Reformed Church at 
Lewistown. Dr. Rupley accompanied the 
funeral party to Bellefonte, where services 
were held in St. John’s Church, and con- 
ducted by the pastor, Ernest W. Moyer, 


Here is the answer im 
to “How to increase 
Lenten and Easter 

offerings.’ Use these 
two timely self-de- 
nial offering boxes. 
Give one to every 
of your 
Church and Sunday 
School. Hundreds of 
report 
increased 
offerings from the 


e = use of aca ace 
pensive ye eauti- 
S MARK A CHICK AS AN ful boxes. 


The famous Plock- 
picture of 
in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane 
is used as the cen- 
tral design of the 
Lenten box, around 
which are 


ing the daily con- 
tributions. 
Easter Box has the at- 
tractively lithographed reproduc- 
tion of the picture empty tomb. 
Each offering box or collector 
is made of heavy cardboard with 
a tin top and bottom. The top 
contains a slot so cut that a coin 
once inserted cannot be removed. 
The designs on the boxes are 
in five colors, 
them especially attractive for the 
Bach 
space for the name, the address 
and the number. 
5 cents each, 
per dozen, postpaid; 
100, delivery extra; $3.75 per 100, 
Uniform sizes, 2 x 2% 
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My Easter Offering 
Box 
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if 
and Dr. Rupley. Interment was in- 
Union Cemetery, Bellefonte. ¢ 
“Father, in Thy gracious keeping, 
Leave we now Thy servant sleeping 
j A. M. 


